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La  Granderie,  the  meeting  place  at  Etaules,  France. 


Back  row,  left  to  right:  Volunteers  —  Melissa  Yates,  Barbara 
Evans,  Rose  Anna  Welch,  Ona  Mae  Willingham,  Katherine 
Bush,  Ann  Melton,  Frarwes  Downs,  Marty  Perkins,  Trish  Sim¬ 
mons.  (Not  Pictured,  Lola  M.  Autry)  Seated,  left  to  right:  Mis¬ 


sionaries  John  and  Sarah  Perkins  and  their  sons  Luke,  Grant 
and  David;  David  and  Barbara  Murray  and  sons  Seth  and 
Adam;  Lou  Ann  and  Hal  Lee  who  have  been  in  France  27 
years.  (Photos  by  Lola  Autry) 

Mississippians  in  France 

Teacher.  Teacher. 

By  Lola  M.  Autry 

“Tteacher.  Teacher.”  Little  voices  the  Lord.  We  also  found  a  new  way  of  those  we  have  here  because  the  hours 
called  across  the  dining  area  and  serving  coffee.  Breakfast,  FYench  were  longer  —  usually  until  6  in  the 
small  hands  waved  from  high  chairs,  country  style,  was  not  like  ours.  At  evening,  with  time  out  for  lunch  and 
Ann  Melton  and  I  were  at  La  each  table  the  centerpiece  consisted  rest  until  2:30  p.m. 

Granderie,  a  camp-type  location  in  of  a  pitcher  of  apple  juice,  a  pitcher  Our  assignment  was  to  teach  and 
the  village  of  Etaules,  France  —  a  of  hot  milk,  and  a  pot  of  hot  coffee  A  play  and  counsel  and  to  let  these 
place  where  Southern  Baptist  mis-  basket  held  sliced  French  bread.  But-  young  ^ple  and  children  know  that 
sionaries  serving  in  France  were  hav-  ter  and  marmalade  accompanied  the  we  lov^  them  for  themselves  b^use 
ing  their  annual  Mission  Meeting.  The  bread.  No  ham  and  eggs  or  bacon  and  Jesus  loves  them.  One  little  girl  said, 
children  calling  us  were  in  the  eggs,  although  one  morning  the  menu  “My  brother  doesn’t  believe  in  Jesus,” 
youngest  age  group  of  MKs.  We  were  was  enlarged  with  a  boiled  egg  for  but  before  we  left  I  am  firmly  con- 
their  Vacation  Bible  School  teachers,  each.  The  unusual  part  of  the  meal  vinced  that  he  did.  Another  child  was 
Older  children  greeted  their  teachers  was  not  the  food  but  the  way  of  drink-  led  to  show  her  loveior  others  and  her 
at  meals  also,  even  though  they  may  ing  the  coffee.  In  a  clear  glass  bowl,  belief  in  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  by 
have  been  in  the  class  with  them  on-  similar  to  a  cereal  bowl,  we  poured  putting  her  feelings  aside  that  another 
ly  a  fw  minutes  before.  coffee  then  the  same  amount  of  milk,  child  might  know  the  meaning  of  love 

Melissa  Yates,  Ona  Mae  Will-  added  sugar  if  we  desired,  and  drank  —  (iod’s  way. 
ingham,  Marty  Perkins,  Barbara  from  the  bowl.  My  grandfather  used  And  that’s  the  way  it  was  —  a  feel- 
Evans,  Frances  Downs,  Katherine  to  sip  (xrffee  from  a  saucer;  now,  years  ing  of  love  all  around.  We  from 
Bush,  Rose  Anna  Welch,  Ann  Melton  later,  we  were  drinking  it  from  a  bowl.  Mississippi,  who  were  for  the  most 
and  I,  along  with  our  director  TVish  The  blessing  at  all  meals  was  in  the  part  strangers  to  each  other  as  we 
Simmons,  had  come  to  Etaules  as  form  of  a  song  such  as  “Praise  God  started  for  France,  learned  to  love 
Volunteers  in  Missions  from  From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow”  or  each  other.  Then  we  learned  to  love 
Mississippi.  “God  Is  So  Good.”  the  MKs  and  their  parents,  and  ttey 

The  sun  shone  little  those  April  days  returned  that  love, 

at  Etaules.  Its  fleeting  glimmer  and  Mission  Meeting  began  at  8  a.m.  for  r  i  r . 

a  gathering  of  clouds  served  as  the  missionaries  and  serv^  a  three-  j 

backdrop  each  day  for  the  nearby  fold  purpose:  Inspirational,  Ad-  JJ^tle  mgh-pitched  voicte 

Catholic  Church  spire  The  white  of  ministrative,  and  “Family  get-  P*®®™®8i  Tteacter,  jdease  come  back 
the  buildings  of  La  Granderie  stood  together”  for  people  who  share  year;  the  shy  smile  of  a 

out  sharply  against  the  spring  green  similar  problems  and  ambitions  con-  yo“np|f*' Kiting  y w  in  the  hall,  I 
of  the  park-like  lawns.  Most  of  the  cerning  the  furtherance  of  God’s  hme  this  year.  I  wish 

gardens  at  the  hmnes  in  the  little  town  work.  Attendance  is  not  required,  but  could  be  my  teacher  every  year; 
were  small,  profuse  with  color,  and  all  are  motivated  to  be  present  by  a  ,  ®^  ®*  ®  teenager  eager 

well  kept.  Some  were  formal,  most  common  goal.  So  great  was  the  im-  ®  ,9®’  yet  grasping  for 

not.  T\iHps,  calla  lilies,  lilac  iHishes,  pact  of  one  of  the  inspirational  ses-  ®®™fthing  wild  to  hold  on  to,  spilling 
wisteria,  hyacinths,  and  pansies  were  sions  that  a  couple  of  fathers  who  n  ^99 1®*"  tnena 

the  most  prevalent  blossoms,  rivaled  came  to  pick  up  their  smaU  children 

by  th^  of  fruit  trees.  said,  “This  morning  has  been  almost  Of 

In  this  setting  we  learned  a  lot  about  like  a  real,  old-time  revival  meeting.”  «  VOLUNTEER  IN  MISSIONS, 

the  work  and  lives  of  those  we  send  Vacation  Bible  School  also  began  at  Lola  Antry  lives  at  Whipporwill 
overseas  to  represent  our  witness  of  8.  The  school  was  not  as  structured  as  Valley,  Hickory  Flat,  Miss. 


Volunteers  Melissa  Yates,  Ona  Willingham  and  Ann  Melton  sip  coffee  from  bowls. 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


Wing,  staff  house  dedicated 


A  new  wing  for  the  main  building  of  $4.2  million.  and  Tim  Nicholas,  associate  editor  of  \ 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  and  a  The  dedicatory  address  was  the  Baptist  Record,  presented  a  ' 

new  staff  house  to  accommodate  the  delivered  on  Saturday  morning  by  drama  ^t  he  wrote  and  produced.  It 
summer  workers  were  dedicated  dur-  Grady  Cothen,  the  retii^  president  <rf  dealt  with  the  purchase,  destruction. 

ing  services  last  Friday  evening  and  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  who  restoration,  and  ministry  of  Gulfshore  \ 

Saturday  morning.  The  two  new  now  lives  in  Pass  Christian,  the  loca-  and  featured  Rocky  Henriques,  pastor 

structures  received  rave  notices  from  tion  of  Gulfshore.  Though  he  was  of  Clarksdale  Church,  Clarksdale. 

the  visitors  who  were  in  attendance  pressed  for  time,  in  a  shortened  ver-  The  prelude  opening  the  ^turday  ^  \  i 

for  die  occasion.  sion  of  his  message  he  delivered  a  morning  session  was  a  piano  and  f  |l  ► 

And  well  they  should  have.  Both  ringing  salute  to  the  ministry  that  is  organ  duet  by  Irene  Martin  and  Dot  1  J  ^  i 

facilities  are  first  class.  The  staff  possible  in  retreat  settings  and  a  Pray,  “All  Hail  the  Power.”  Both  of  ^  ✓  J 

house  is  a  very  comfortable  dormitory  challenge  to  those  who  will  be  leaders  these  ladies  have  been  involved  with  f 

for  those  who  will  spend  their  sum-  in  the  new  facility.  It  was  fitting  that  Gulfshore  since  its  restoration  and  I  V 

mers  working  there.  There  are  20  this  Mississippi  native  should  deliver  form  as  good  a  piano  and  organ  team  I  I  ^ f  \ 

large  rooms  .adequately  furnished  the  concluding  dedicatory  address.  He  as  is  to  be  found  anywhere.  They  were  I  .  \  J  I 

with  three  b^  in  each.  There  are  has  held  some  of  the  most  important  the  accompanists  for  the  dedication  ^  c  I 

two  wings  for  boys  and  two  wings  for  posts  in  Southern  Baptist  life,  and  his  services.  SI  A  T  i  \  \|.  jp  ^  I 

girls.  The  house  will  accommodate  60  work  with  the  Sunday  School  Board  Then  on  Saturday  morning  the  Sing-  3 1  JV  I  Jr  j  11  "7  I  •  L 

workers  plus  the  house  parents.  A  included  the  administration  of  two  ing  Chuchmen,  always  a  favorite,  3 1  f  \  I  I  I  (b\  /  /  It 

nice-sized  swimming  pool  is  located  retreat  facilities  such  as  Gulfshore  is  presented  nine  numbers  that  were  31  I  \  \  I  I  /  all 

in  the  yard  between  two  of  the  wingk.  at  Rid^rest  and  Glorieta.  placed  at  three  locations  on  the  I  II  |  PJjp  I  V^®J  I 

The  completed  facility  cost  about  $1.1  A  Litany  of  Dedication  for  programs.  1.  I 

million,  according  to  assembly  Gulfshore  was  written  by  Marjorie  Other  music  was  the  inaugural  fnllllmull  ^  I  \  \  ^  ^  ■ 

manager  FS:^nk  Simmons.  The  house  Kelly,  wife  of  Earl  Kelly,  executive  ringing  of  the  Dan  C.  Hall  memorial  Ullllllllin  I 

is  built  on  concrete  piers  to  protect  it  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  handbells  and  a  special  number  by  "I’n'MIlIL  I  liUlllllHmlMli limHIIlK*^^^ ' 

from  any  possible  future  hurricanes  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  con-  Smith,  singing  “Holy  Ground.”  !■■■ 

such  as  destroyed  the  old  Gulfshore  in  gr^tion  joined  in  the  responsive  There  were  other  speeches.  James  I  [I  lllr  '^irrinlnnilililllnTffml 

1969.  reading  of  the  litany  led  by  Jim  N.  Griffith,  executive  director  for  I  1  (  #>.  OOE  ^  IllnRlIMHlIVIIillllllulllllllll 

The  staff  house  is  available  for  rent  Futral,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Georgia  Baptists,  sp<Hi:e  on  Friday  ^  \\ 

for  staff  retreats  or  other  such  Baptist  Convention.  night.  On  ^turday  morning  there  VX  V\^  j 

meetings  during  the  off  season.  A  Music  played  an  enormous  part  in  were  Frank  Gunn,  First  Church,  ^ 

small  kitchen  is  available  for  use.  a  very  significant  and  satisfying  pro-  Biloxi  pastor,  who  was  the  Gulfshore 

The  new  wing  on  the  main  building  gram.  On  Friday  night  a  combined  long-range  chairman,  and  Robert 

will  accommodate  176  to  bring  the  choir  from  nine  Gulf  Coast  churches  Hamblin,  IXipelo,  who  was  convention  tion  of  the  original  Gulfshore  and  the  his  every  word, 

total  capacity  to  528.  In  addition  to  sang  to  the  acccHnpaniment  of  the  or-  president  when  the  original  unit  was  restored  Gulfshore.  This  was  his  third  Gulfshore,  located  on  the  sandy 

rooms  for  tho^  attending  conferences  chestra  from  First  Church,  dedicated  in  1978.  Hamblin  recently  such  appearance  His  was  a  walk  back  shore  of  Bay  St.  Louis,  is  a  beautiful 

there  are  classrooms  and  the  Baptist  Pascagoula.  Graham  Smith,  church  retired  as  evangelism  director  for  the  into  history  as  he  revealed  that  his  and  comfortable  facility.  There  is 

Book  Store  on  the  ground  level.  The  music  director  for  Mississippi,  Home  Mission  Board.  Frank  Sim-  first  secretary  at  the  Sunday  School  nothing  like  it  throughout  the 

possibility  of  future  hurricanes  was  directed.  This  ensemble  and  or-  mons  also  spoke  Board  had  also  served  as  secretary  to  Southern  Baptist  area,  which  is  the 

involved  in  the  planning  for  this  wing  chestra  presented  the  caU  to  worship  Perhaps  the  message  that  created  J.  M.  Frost,  the  first  administrative  nation. 

as  well  as  the  staff  house,  and  the  top  and  a  mini  concert.  Tim  Pierce  of  the  most  interest  was  the  one  head  of  the  board.  He  pointed  out  that  As  Cothen  so  aptly  pointed  out  in  his 

two  floors  are  built  on  concrete  piers.  Pelahatchie  Church  played  “The  delivered  by  James  L.  Sullivan,  we  are  a  young  denomination  and  that  message,  there  is  a  need  for  retreat 

The  classroms  and  bookstore,  fill  in  Lord’s  Prayer”  on  his  saxophone  as  Sullivan  is  also  a  native  Mississippian  eventually  the  troubles  that  we  face  settings  for  inspiration  and  restora- 

the  spaces  between  the  piers  on  the  the  benediction.  On  Friday  night  also  and  also  a  retired  president  of  the  will  be  over.  tion  of  the  spirit.  There  is  no  finer 

ground  floor.  Gary  Anglin  of  First  Church,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  He  had  He  received  a  standing  ovation  from  place  on  earth  for  that  ministry  than 

The  cost  of  the  new  wing  was  set  at  Pascagoula,  presented  special  music ;  spoken  on  the  occasions  of  the  dedica-  about  500  who  had  been  hanging  onto  Gulfshore. 


ACTS  and  the  gospel 


Alcohol 


The  fact  that  May  21  is  Radio  and  receiving  top-quality  television  pro-  sion  Commission  and  ACTS  Network 
'Iblevision  Commission  Sunday  across  grams  presenting  the  gospel.  There  are  moving  on.  '  Vxi 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  at  least  four  hours  of  direct  In  addition  to  the  televised  pro-  Oi  JLI  ' 

points  up  the  fact  that  the  commission  preaching  every  week  along  with  the  gramming,  the  commission  produces  w 

has  been  in  the  news  quite  a  bit  over  featuring  twice  each  week  of  “Great  radio  programs  that  are  heard  more 

the  past  months  and  even  years.  Churches  of  America.”  Then  there  are  than  6,000  times  every  wee4l.  Among  „  . 

From  an  agency  spending  very  lit-  two  hours  of  spiritual  counseling  the  listeners  are  those  tuned  to  the  “ 

tie  money  and  getting  a  great  deal  of  along  with  the  daily  “Sunshine  Fac-  Armed  Forces  Radio  Service  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U  S. 
“air”  time  free  of  charge,  the  commis-  tory”  for  children  and  “Country  overseas.  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and 

sion  is  now  spending  millions  annually  Crossroads”  featuring  Mississippi  What  a  marvelous  ministry!  Firearms  has  issued  a  temporary  rule 
and  effectively  utilizing  the  latest  in  Baptist’s  Jerry  Clower.  Modern  technology  makes  all  of  this  on  warning  labels  for  alcoholic 

communications  intelligence  and  'The  dreams  were  exp^ive,  and  ex-  possible,  and  we  n^  to  be  using  it  ef-  beverages  as  required  by  legislation 
equipment.  pected  financal  help  didn't  come.  A  fectively.  We  are  doing  so  throu^  the  enacted  by  Congress  in  1988. 

Many  have  pointed  out  that  while  group  of  men  realiz^  the  danger  that  Radio  and  Television  Commission.  But  the  temporary  rule  has  drawn 
the  commission  was  getting  a  great  the  commission  faced  and  the  tremen-  Jimmy  Allen  is  a  dreamer  who  criticism  from  groups  such  as  the 
deal  of  free  time  previously,  it  was  dous  potential  that  it  contained;  and  could  put  it  all  together.  Dick  McCart-  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Corn- 
time  when  few  had  radio  or  television  they  tried  to  gather  enough  money  to  ney  is  a  polished,  practical  com-  mission,  which  supported  the  new  law. 
sets  turned  on.  buy  the  commission’s  marvelous  municator  who  can  make  it  work.  He  The  complaint  arises  from  the  way 

So  the  thought  is  that  the  commis-  televison  network,  AdTS;  but  they  is  very  well  versed  in  radio  and  televi-  the  bureau  would  allow  alcoholic 
sion  is  communicating  the  gospel  were  unable  to  do  so.  In  the  hope  that  sion  work,  having  spent  his  life  in  such  beverage  companies  to  place  the 
much  more  effectively  now  such  a  sale  would  be  consummated,  communications  efforts  along  with  labels  on  the  bottles. 

The  operations  of  t^ay  could  come  however,  the  Radio  and  Television  public  relations  work  and  as  the  editor  Larry  Braidfoot,  the  commission's 
only  from  dreams,  of  a  great  Commission  had  to  mark  time  for  of  the  Oklahoma  state  paper.  general  counsel,  said  the  bureau’s  nil- 

magnitude;  and  from  among  awhile  and  suffered  even  more  finan-  We  have  it.  We  need  to  make  use  of  ing  would  allow  the  companies  to 
Southern  Baptists,  one  of  the  few  with  cially.  The  hope  for  a  sale  still  exists,  it.  lb  do  so,  we  must  support  it.  Radio  place  the  warning  labels  on  the  back 
such  large-scale  dreaming  was  Jim-  and  Allen  has  resigned  to  join  one  of  and  Television  Commission  Sunday  or  side  of  the  bottles  and  to  print  those 
my  Allen,  the  president  of  the  Radio  the  groups  that  might  bring  about  May  21  is  the  time  to  bring  all  of  this  labels  in  hard-to-read  print, 
and  Television  Commission.  He  forg-  such  a  sale.  In  the  meantime,  ^  com-  to  our  attention  and  call  for  our  That  ruling  is  inconsistent  with  the 
ed  a  system  whereby,  through  the  mission  is  in  the  capable  hands  of  response.  intention  of  the  law,  he  added.  The 

auspices  of  cable  television,  countless  Richard  T.  McCartney,  the  executive  This  is  the  gospel  at  work  in  the  warning  label  required  by  law  would 
millions  of  homes  are  capable  of  vice  president.  The  Radio  and  Tblevi-  broadest  way  possible.  convey  the  information  that  beverage 


alcohol  may  cause  birth  defects  and 
affect  one’s  ability  to  drive  an 
automobile.  The  legislation  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  coalition  of  more  than  100 
consumer,  health,  parent  and 
religious  organizations. 

Letters  of  concern  can  be  address¬ 
ed  to  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and 
Firearms,  1200  Pennsylvania  Ave., 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20226,  Braid- 
foot  said. 

Louis  Moore  writes  for  the  CLC. 
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State  Baptists  dedicate 
new  wing  at  Gulfshore 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Mississippi  Baptists  had  a  camp  design.”  ( “Young  people  have  never  been  told 

meeting  last  wecuiend,  dedicating  a  He  said  they  teach  the  “greatest  text  what  Ba[^ts  believe,  where  we  came 

new  wing  and  staff  house  for  their  iii  the  world  to  the  greatest  folks  in  the  from,  where  we  are  going  ...  we  need  “Open  to  the  Possibilities;'  a  drama  written  and  produced  by  Tim  Nicholas,  re¬ 
state  assembly  at  Pass  Christian.  world,”  initiatii^  camp  meetings  to  do  the  BYPU  again.”)  and  the  enacts  the  auction  scene  when  Gulfshore  property  was  bought  from  the  U.S.  govem- 

Participants  were  told  by  retired  it.  Camp  meetings,  he  said,  were  the  vulnerability  of  democracy.  “Where  a  rnent  in  1958. 

Sunday  School  Board  president  Gra^  beginnings  of  assemblies  —  such  as  denomination  is  built  on  faith,  suspi- 
Cothen  that  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Gidfshore.  cion  can  be  very  costly,”  he  said. 

Assembly,  “some  are  going  to  have  And  Southern  Baptists  are  great,  he  James  Grifflth,  executive  director 
their  minds  opened  to  the  world,  to  said,  “because  of  the  way  we  do  for  Georgia  Baptists,  told  the  crowd 
missions  ...  to  the  call  of  God,  and  thin^.  The  priesthood  of  the  believer  to  guard  the  li^t  of  enthusiasm, 

Christ  as  Savior.”  is  the  b^inning  point.  Memb^  are  guard  the  light  of  balance  in  our  day, 

Cothen  was  one  of  a  number  of  responsible  to  God.  The  church  is  and  to  guard  the  light  of  Christian  ser- 
speakers  at  the  dedication  u^kend  responsible  only  to  God.  The  associa-  vice.  “It  will  take  the  combined  light 
which  included  a  dramatic  reenact-  tion  is  responsible  only  to  God.  So  for  of  us  all  to  drive  out  the  darkness  of 
ment  (rf  the  auction  during  which  Bap-  state  conventions  and  the  Southern  our  age,”  he  said. 
tists  bought  Gulfehore  in  1958.  Baptist  Convoition.”  He  said  the  agen-  Robert  Hamblin,  an  evangelist  from 

Cothen  spoke  of  a  neighbor’s  big  cies  of  the  SBC  are  operated  Ity  the  'Bipelo,  said  that  Gulfshore  has  been 
boat  that  never  leaves  the  dock,  convention  for  the  denomination  —  a  place  of  commitment  from  its  very 
relating  it  to  the  human  spirit,  and  that  is  everybody.  banning.  “God  gave  us  this  place  — 

. .  loose  it  and  let  it  go  places  ...  be  Reminiscing,  Sullivan  said  that  to  use  it  to  his  glory.”  He  said  his 
free  and  roam  God’s  marvelous  while  growing  up  at  Tyiertown,  his  prayer  is  that  Gul&hore  “will  ever  be 
world.  God  wants  you  to  cast  off  from  church  sent  40  percent  of  its  budget  to  a  place  for  evangelizing  the  lost.” 
the  dock  of  the  world  and  (tell  others)  the  state  convention  rather  than  hav-  The  May  12-13  we^nd  program  in- 
God  loves  you.”  ing  a  lot  of  fundraisers  coming  eluded  tours  of  the  new  facilities,  |||^H|||||||| 

James  Sullivan,  also  a  retired  presi-  around.  “The  churches  demanded  the  music  by  a  combined  Coast  choir  and 
dent  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  and  (Cooperative  Program  to  keep  the  fun-  by  the  Mississippi  Singing  Chur- 
a  reputation  as  an  historian,  discuss-  draisers  from  interrupting  &eir  pro-  chmen,  and  a  torbeque  lunch  for 
ed  l^uthern  Baptists  in  general.  He  grams,”  he  said.  guests.  Gulfshore  now  has  a  capacity 

explained  why  Southern  Baptists  are  Sullivan  said  that  where  Southern  for  more  than  500  persons.  TljVll 

a  great  denomination.  “Iliey  are  Baptists  are  today  was  brought  on  by  Frank  Simmons,  manager  of 
creative,”  he  said.  “They  took  over  the  youthfulness,  being  a  young  Gulfshore,  said  that  128,500  people  had 
Sunday  School  movement  and  made  denomination,  by  the  world  in  which  participated  in  Gulfshore  programs 
it  fit  ^uthern  Baptist  purposes  and  we  live,  by  the  fast  growth  of  the  SBC  since  1978. 


James  Sullivan 


Grady  Cothen 


Soviets  give  written  okay 
to  Baptist  seminary  plans 

By  Art  Toalston 


Nominations  for  boards 
asked  by  state  committee 


Persons  interested  in  making  a 
nomination  to  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Conventitm  boards,  ctmimissions,  and 
agencies  are  invited  to  do  so  by 
writing  to  the  (Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations,  Dean 
Ri^;ister,  First  Baptist  (Church,  P.  O. 
Drawer  70,  Gulfpo^  MS  395/02,  or  to 
the  executive  director’s  office, 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Coavmtion  Board, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Members  of  the  (Committee  on 
Nominations  choose  nominees  for  the 
(Convention  Board,  Education  (Com¬ 
mission,  Historical  Commission, 
(Christian  Action  Commission,  Baptist 
Children’s  Village,  Board  of 
Ministerial  Education,  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  Blue  Mountain  College, 


Mississippi  College  WiUiam  (Carey 
College,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
(Center,  Baptist  Memorial  Health  (Care 
System,  and  any  other  group  referred 
to  it  by  the  cmvention. 

Thew  nomineees  are  then  elected 
tty  messengers  to  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  November. 

A  nomination  form  is  available 
from  the  executive  director’s  office 
which  asks  fw  general  infcHTnation  on 
the  capabilities  and  eligibility  for  the 
person  nominated. 

Members  of  the  (Committee  on 
Nominations  in  addition  to  Register, 
the  chairman,  are:  Larry  Ibylor,  Sue 
Ibtum,  (Charlffi  Bagwell,  and  William 
P.  Smith  III. 


Church  services  suspended 
as  Panama  tensions  soar 


MOSCOW  (BP)  -  Soviet 
authorities  have  given  Baptists  writ¬ 
ten  permission  to  open  a  seminary. 

now  (face)  a  ^riod  of  bargain¬ 
ing  with  the  government,”  said  Alex¬ 
ei  Bichkov,  general  secretary  of  the 
All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
(Christians-Baptists,  in  a  telephone  in¬ 
terview  from  Moscow  about  the  new 
seminary. 

Baptists  in  the  Soviet  republics  of 
Latvia  and  ECstonia  have  received  per¬ 
mission  from  authorities  to  reopen 
seminaries  that  were  ordered  clo^ 
in  1957,  Bichkov  said.  Baptists  also 
operate  Bible  schools  in  Leningrad 
for  five  years  and  in  Moscow  for  two 
years  until  they  were  closed  by  the 
government  in  1929. 

The  first  matter  to  be  resolved  is  the 
location  of  the  new  seminary,  Bichkov 
said.  Several  possible  sites  have  been 
discussed  vdth  state  officials,  but 
“some  places  are  over  two  hours  by 
car  (from  Moscow).  We  (will)  seek  a 
more  reasonable  distance.” 

Bichkov  said  the  Baptist  council  en¬ 
visions  opening  a  full-time,  four-year 
course  of  study  for  20  theological 
students  in  “I  hope  not  more  than 
thm  years,”  if  negotiations  with  the 
government  proce^  smoothly.  A  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  later,  he  said,  the  enroll¬ 
ment  will  be  expanded  to  40. 

A  theological  seminary  is  important 


to  Baptist  ministers,  Bichkov  said, 
because  it  will  better  equip  them  for 
addressing  the  ways  of  thinking  of  to¬ 
day’s  Soviet  citizens.  “(Many  adults) 
graduated  from  the  technical  colleges 
(and)  universities,”  the  Baptist  leader 
said.  “The  level  of  education  of  the 
last  two  generations  is  very  high.” 

The  written  permission  from  the 
Soviet  Office  of  Religious  Affairs  was 
dated  Feb.  20,  Bichkov  said.  The  Bap¬ 
tist  council  h^  been  lobbying  for  su^ 
permission  more  than  10  years. 

Bichkov  said  the  new  seminary  will 
not  eliminate  the  need  for  a  Bible  cor¬ 
respondence  course  begun  by  the 
Baptist  council  in  the  late  1960s.  More 
than  600  church  leaders  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  three-year  theology  pro¬ 
gram  or  two-year  music  curriculum. 
The  council  now  is  working  to  add  a 
fourth  year  of  ministerial  training. 
Enrollment  stands  at  about  100  per 
year. 

Five  acres  just  outside  a  freeway 
circling  Moscow  is  the  Baptist  coun¬ 
cil’s  preferred  site  for  the  new 
seminary,  Bichkov  said.  It  is  less  than 
20  miles  from  the  center  of  the  city. 

Negotiations  over  the  site  will  not 
place  the  Baptist  council  and  Soviet 
government  at  an  impasse,  Bichkov 
predicted.  “We  (will)  try  from  our 
side  to  find  as  much  as  possible  a 
reasonable  proposal,”  he  said. 


A  propo^l  for  a  theol<^ical  train¬ 
ing  center  in  Kiev  is  being  prepared, 
he  added.  The  second  s^ool  would 
serve  Baptists  primarily  in  the 
Ukraine,  where  more  than  half  of  the 
Baptist  council’s  5,000  churches  are 
located. 

Keith  Parker,  director  of  Southern 
Baptist  work  in  Europe,  said  the 
government’s  written  permission  con¬ 
stitutes  notable  historical  decision” 
that  will  allow  Baptists  not  just 
enhanced  ministerial  traininjg,  but 
also  new  opportunities  in  missions 
education.  The  Soviet  Union  encom¬ 
passes  one-sixth  of  the  world’s  land 
mass  and  more  than  100  language 
groups.  Baptists  currently  are  found 
in  at^t  30  language  groups. 

‘‘This  phenomenal  potential,” 
Parker  said,  “needs  to  be  taken  quite 
seriously”  by  Southern  Baptists  and 
other  Baptist  bodies  worldwide  com¬ 
mitted  to  helping  Baptists  in  the 
Soviet  Union  expand  their  outreach. 

The  Soviet  Union’s  548,000  Baptists 
comprise  the  fourth-lai^est  consti¬ 
tuency  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance, 
after  the  United  States,  India  and 
Brazil. 

Funding  for  the  new  seminary  will 
come  from  a  variety  of  Baptist 
sources,  Bichkov  said.  But,  he  noted: 
“We  hope  that  our  main  contributors 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


PANAMA  CITY,  Panama  (BP)  - 
“There’s  tremendous  tension”  in  the 
Panama  City,  Panama  area.  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Jackie  Cooper 
reported  the  day  after  bloody  confron¬ 
tations  May  10  between  supporters 
and  opponents  of  embattlra  ruler 
Gen.  Manuel  Noriega. 


“People  are  not  sure  what’s  going  to 
happen,”  said  (Dooper,  who  lives  abwt 
20  miles  from  Panama  City. 

The  tension,  along  with  an  8  p.m. 
curfew  spread  by  word  of  mouth  but 
never  officially  announced,  prompted 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Thursday,  May  18.  1»8» 


Trustees  give  financial 


to  consultant 


control 


TVustees  of  William  Carey  College 
on  May  12  took  financial  control  of  the 
college  from  President  J.  Ralph 
Noonkester,  and  gave  it  to  James  W. 
Edwards,  an  independent  consultant 
who  has  been  working  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Education 
Commission. 

Edwards,  former  chief  business  of¬ 
ficer  of  Union  University  in  Jackson, 
'Denn.,  has  been  aidinjg  t^  Education 
Commission  in  its  investigatiori  of 
allegations  of  fiscal  mismanagement 
at  Carey.  The  full  report  of  that  study 
is  due  shortly. 

Tlie  hiring  of  a  fuiancial  chi^  by  the 
trustees  was  done  unanimously  the 
15-member  board  on  May  8  follow^ 
a  preliminary  report  by  tte  Elducation 
Conunission  which  afirarently  includ¬ 
ed  such  a  reconunendation.  Awards 
was  named  in  a  press  release  by  Joe 
Dale,  a  Prentiss  layman  and  trustee 
chairman  following  the  May  12  trustee 
meeting  in  which  Awards  was  hired. 

Carey  public  relations  director 
Alice  McCardle  said  she  understood 
Edwards’  employment  was  im¬ 
mediate  and  for  as  long  as  needed. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

The  full  text  of  the  release  follows. 

Statement  of  Joseph  Dale,  chair¬ 
man,  William  Carey  Allege  trustees. 
May  12,  1989; 

“The  board  of  trustees  of  William 
Carey  College  is  fully  and  acutely 
aware  of  the  serious  financial  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  college  which  has 
develoi^  over  a  period  of  years,  and 
is  unanimously  ai^  totally  conimitted 
to  the  solution  of  this  problem. 
Towards  that  end,  the  brard  has 
received  expert  professional  help  in 
analyzing  the  problems  and  possible 
solutions.  We  have  already  recently 
formulated  plans  for  an  immediate 
program  for  aggressive  recruitment 
of  new  traditional  students  and  the 
retention  of  existing  ones  together 
with  a  prc^ram  aim^  at  broadening 
the  base  of  financial  support. 

“Today  the  board  has  unanimous¬ 
ly  taken  the  following  action: 

—  “Employment  of  Dr.  James  W. 
Edwards  as  temporary  administrator 
to  oversee  and  direct  all  Hnancial 
operations  of  the  college,  including 
negotiations  with  lenders  and 
craters.  Dr.  Edwards  has  already 


familiarized  himself  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  ol  the  college  as  a  member 
of  the  evaluation  team  selected  by  the 
Education  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  His 
prior  financial  experience  with 
church  affiliate  collies  and  univer¬ 
sities  such  at  Texas  Cl^tian  Univer¬ 
sity,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
and  more  recently,  Union  University, 
makes  him  eminently  qualified  to 
serve  in  this  capacity.  His  services 
will  allow  the  president  and  other  ad¬ 
ministrative  officers  of  the  college  to 
devote  more  time  toward  student 
recruitment  and  solicitation  of  finan¬ 
cial  support. 

—  “Adoption  of  a  budget  for  the 
1969-90  school  year  which  provides  for 
a  sizable  reduction  in  operating 
expenses. 

—  “Adoption  of  a  five  year  plan  for 
the  college  which  allows  continuing 
and  gradual  expansion  of  the  services 
of  the  college  while  at  the  same  time 
making  provision  fgr  an  orderly 
reduction  of  the  existing  debt.” 

Business  manager  Joe  Riley  said 
the  budget  passed  was  $6.3  million. 


Noonkester  cites  “real  issue” 


William  Carey  College  President  J. 
Ralph  Noonkester  cited  himself  as  the 
real  issue  in  a  speech  last  week  which 
outlined  his  feelings  on  the  causes  of 
many  of  the  troubles  at  the 
Hattiesburg-based  college. 

Speaking  May  11  to  the  Hattiesburg 
Kiwanis  and  to  the  press,  Noonkester 
commented  on  an  attempt  last  fall  to 
have  him  retired  on  his  65th  birthday 
next  month.  He  said  that  “the  inimary 
reason  for  my  firing  was  my  decision 
to  demote  two  administrators  on 
grounds  of  incompetence.” 

Trustees,  on  Noonkester’s  recom¬ 
mendation,  last  year  demoted  vice 
presidents  W.  J.  Ward  and  Milton 
Wheeler  and  dean  of  women  Bekke 
Ray.  At  that  time  Noonkester  only 
said  it  was  a  part  of  a  reorganization 
plan. 

Contacted  by  the  Baptist  Record, 
Wheeler  had  no  comment  for  the 
record.  Ward  said,  “1  think 
Noonkester’s  record  speaks  for  itself. 
If  there’s  anybody  incompetent,  it’s 
him.” 

In  the  speech.  Noonkester  said, 
“Both  of  them  played  up  to  certain 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

members  of  my  Board  of  Ttoistees, 
who  staged  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  have  the  two  reinstated  exactly  one 
year  ago  at  last  year’s  May  meeting 
of  the  Board.  You  could  say  that  my 
firing  was  their  attempt  to  get  revenge 
on  me.” 

Concerning  himself  as  the  real 
issue,  Noonkester  said  “As  president 
of  a  church-related  college  operating, 
in  the  shadow  of  a  major  university  in 
the  deep  South,  I  have  had  to  be  ag¬ 
gressive  and  innovative  and  some 
people  just  don’t  like  that.  Many  of 
them  just  want  one  Baptist  school  in 
Mississippi.  Some  of  my  own  col¬ 
leagues  and  trustees  did  not  want  us 
to  go  to  the  Coast  or  New  Orleans  or 
to  integrate  or  to  accept  denomina¬ 
tional  diversity  among  faculty  and 
students.  Some  simply  want  me  to 
pretend  to  be  pious.” 

Noonkester  called  the  present  finan¬ 
cial  crisis  “serious,  but  solvable.”  He 
said  his  hands  had  been  “tied  in  fund¬ 
raising”  because  of  “the  firing  and  the 
controversy  following  it.” 

Noonkester  also  responded  to  a 
secular  press  report  coming  out  of  a 


May  8  preliminary  report  to  Car^ 
trustees  from  the  Education  Commis¬ 
sion.  The  secular  press  cited  a  $1 
million  deficit  at  the  college,  a  figure 
reported  by  the  Baptist  Record  last 
year. 

Noonkester  said  all  unpaid  student 
accounts,  including  those  of  current 
students,  total  about  $346,000.  And  the 
plant  fund  owes  the  general  fund  a 
balance  of  $800,000.  “^en  these  two 
items  are  satisfactorily  dealt  with  the 
cash  flow  of  the  college  in  its  general 
fund  operations  will  be  improved 
amazingly,”  he  said. 

He  said  of  reports  from  three 
auditors,  one  of  which  was  more  than 
$1  million,  ‘twhich  one  am  I  to 
believe?  ...  I  reject  the  figures  of  the 
chicken-littles  who  want  the  sky  to 
fall.”  Noonkester  said  a  clear  picture 
would  not  be  available  until  July  1 
when  the  new  audit  year  begins.  “T^e 
axe  doesn’t  fall  until  June  30,”  he  said. 

Said  Noonkester  of  the  ne^  for  im¬ 
mediate  infusion  of  funds,  “Hat¬ 
tiesburg  and  the  Gulf  Coast  will  sup¬ 
port  Carey  generously  or  they  won’t 
have  a  private  college.” 


Committee  seeks  head  start  on  resolution 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  1b  assist  the 
Southern  Baptist  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  convention’s  1969  annual 
meeting  in  getting  a  hea'd  start  on  its 
work,  the  chairman  has  appealed  to 
messengers  to  send  him  advance 
copies  of  resolutions  they  plan  to  sub¬ 
mit  June  13  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

Mark  Coppenger,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  State  Con¬ 
vention  of  Baptists  in  Indiana,  asked 
that  resolutions,  preferably  typed,  be 
sent  by  May  24  to  his  attention  at  P.O. 
Box  24189,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46224. 

Coppenger  was  named  in  late  April 
by  SBC  Pr^ident  Jerry  Vines  to  chair 
the  10-member  Resolutions 
Committee. 

The  committee  plans  to  meet  in 
Nashville  Friday,  May  26,  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted,  get  organized,  and  review 


By  Linda  Lawson 

advance  resolutions  submitted  to  the 
committee,  Coppenger  said.  The 
group  also  will  meet  Saturday,  June 
10,  in  Las  Vegas,  to  continue  its  work. 

Messengers  who  send  advance 
copies  of  resolutions  must  also  submit 
them  on  the  first  day  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

According  to  SBC  Bylaw  21,  the 
commiHee  has  the  “duty  ...  to 
prepare  and  submit  to  the  convention 
resolutions  which  the  committee 
deems  appropriate  for  adoption  and 
to  report  on  all  matters  submitted  to 
it  by  the  convention,  with  or  without 
recommendation  or  amendments.” 

Bylaws  specify  that  three  members 
of  the  Resolutions  Committeealso  be 
members  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  They  are  Jerry  Brown,  a 
truckstop  operator  and  member  of 


Emmanuel  Church,  Edmond,  Okla.; 
Joy  Dorsett,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  (tentral  Park  Church,  Bir¬ 
mingham  ;  and  Walt  Ibmme,  pastor  of 
Tyson  Community  Church,  McLean, 
Va.,  but  affiliated  with  the  District  of 
Columbia  Baptist  (Convention. 

Vines  also  named  the  chairman  of 
the  1968  Resolutions  (Committee,  Jerry 
Sutton,  pastor  of  Two  Rivers  Church, 
Nashville,  to  serve  on  the  1989 
committee. 

Other  members  are  David  Allen, 
pastor  of  Audelia  Road  Church, 
Dallas;  Kenneth  Hemphill,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Norfolk,  Va.;  David 
McAlpin,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Pine 
Castle  in  Orlando;  James  Merritt, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  SneUville,  Ga. ; 
and  Linda  Shrewsbury,  a  member  of 
Memorial  (Church,  Tulsa. 


Southern  Baptist  Forum 

June  12,  1989 

Cashman  Field  Complex  Theater,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 
Monday  Morning 

rheme;  "Priesthood  of  the  Believer" 

8:45  Prelude 

9:00  Special  Music:  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Vocal  Ensem¬ 
ble,  Phillip  Landgrav^  director  Opening  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Session 
Welcome  and  Invocation 
Scripture  Readu^ 

Speaker:  M(^y  MarshaU-Green,  associate  pn^essor  theology, 
Swthern  Sendmury,  Louisville,  Ky.  Special  Music:  Bob  Bailey, 
singer^ngwriter,  Nashville  Dramatization  <rf  Dietrich  Bonhoffer,  % 
AlStaggs,  pai^r.  First  Baptist  Church,  Portales,  N.M. 

Business  Session  and  Ofifering 
Churdi-<d-tbe-%ar  Award 
Ccmgregational  Suging 

U;00  speaker:  Brian  Harbour,  pastor,  Immanuel  Baidist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  Arlt. 

11:30  Benedictiim 

Monday  Afternoon 

Jheme:  "Preaching  of  the  Gospel" 

1:30  Prehide 

.  1:45  CMigr^tional  Singing 
Invoaitkm 
Scripture  Reading 

Spetuter:  Fred  Craddock,  {aofessor  of  New ’IbstamentimdiMreaciiing, 
^ndlar  Scbod  oi  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta 
Special  Music:  Bob  Baiky 
Denominatimial  Stateqimi^  Award 

Speaker:  Clyde  Fhnt,  i^^ain.  Stetson  Univer^ty,  DeLaikl,  Fla. 

Announcements  and  C^wmg 

Mini-ccmcert:  C^thia  (Hawstm,  entartainar,  Louisville 

Speaker:  Robert  Schuller,  pastor.  Crystal  CaUiedral,  Garden  Grove, 

Calif. 

Benediction 


Soviets  give  written  OK 
to  Baptist  seminary  plans 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
will  be  from  our  own  churches.  Our 
people  have  been  waiting  for  so  long 
and  have  prayed  so  much  for  this  an¬ 
nouncement.  They  are  very  generous 
pe(^le  and  we  believe  (they)  will  give 
very  much  money  for  (the) 
seminary.” 

When  the  new  seminary  opens  and 
seminaries  in  Latvia  and  Estonia 
reopen,  they  will  join  five  other 
theological  institutions  operated  by 
Baptists  in  Eastern  Europe  —  in 
Poland,  Hungary,  East  Germany, 


Romania,  and  Yugoslavia. 

Another  avenue  of  theological 
education  for  ministers  and  lay 
leaders  from  Eastern  Europe  has 
been  the  Summer  Institute  of 
Theological  Education  at  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland.  The  institute,  now  in  its 
11th  year,  is  scheduled  to  have  its 
latest  Elastern  European  enrollment 
this  summer,  with  more  than  40  par¬ 
ticipants,  including  14  from  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Panama  churches 
cancel  services 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
numerous  Baptist  churches  to  cancel 
Wednesday  evening  services  May  10. 
“A  lot  of  people  just  didn’t  want  to  be 
out  at  night,”  C^per  said. 

Seventeen  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  in  the  country,  said 
Cooper,  who  is  their  chairman.  They 
are  not  in  any  danger,  he  said,  but  they 
are  not  making  any  trips  from  their 
homes. 

Ibnsions  in  Panama,  which  have 
swirled  around  May  7’s  contested 
election,  have  prompted  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  put  a  partnership  with  the 
Baptist  Convention  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  on  hold.  The  four-year  part¬ 
nership  began  in  January.  A  number 
of  Georgia  Baptists  were  scheduled  to 
wo^k  with  Panamanian  churches  dur¬ 
ing  May. 

Also,  the  arrival  of  a  two-year 
volunteer  media  specialist,  Keith 
Morris  of  Abilene,  Texas,  has  been 
delayed  until  after  May. 

Violence  erupted  May  10  when  T- 
shirted  members  of  Noriega’s  “Digni¬ 
ty  Battalion”  clashed  with  protesters 
led  by  opposition  presidential  can- 
( Continued  on  page  7) 


Conference 
to  develop 
pastoral  skills 

May  23  is  the  date  for  a  conference 
designed  to  develop  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship  skills  for  church  growth. 

The  conference 
will  take  place  in 
the  Baptist  Build¬ 
ing  in  Jackson  9 
a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Leader  for  the 
meeting  will  be 
diaries  Belt,  con¬ 
sultant  in  pastoral 
leadership  and  ad¬ 
ministration  at  the 
Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  He 
is  a  former  pastor  of  Forest  Church, 
Forest,  and  Hollandale  Church, 
Hollandale. 

Registration  cost  is  $10  to  cover  cost 
of  a  book,  materials,  and  lunch.  To 
register,  send  a  check  for  $10,  payable 
to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  to  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Phone 
968-3800. 


I 
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Landrum  to  speak 
at  MC  graduation 


“Keep  Mississippi  Beautifui” 


Steve  Martin  of  Harperville  Church  in  Scott  County  throws  the  last  bag  of  garbage 
on  the  back  of  a  pickup  after  a  group  of  members  of  the  church  had  covered  about 
a  mile  of  the  2.6  miles  of  adopted  highway.  The  load  in  the  pickup  is  the  garbage 
picked  up  along  the  mile  of  Highway  35  just  north  of  the  church.  The  church  adopted 
the  2.6  miles  as  its  part  of  the  state’s  adopt-a-highway  program  that  is  an  effort  to 
keep  trash  off  the  roadways  of  the  state.  Others  in  the  picture  are  John  Montgomery, 
center,  and  Dan  Thompson,  pastor. 

Excellence,  joy  —  theme 
for  religious  educators 


CLINTON  —  G.  Barry  Landrum  III, 
a  native  Mississippian  now  serving  as 
associate  pastor  of  Second  Oiurch, 
Houston,  Tex.,  will 
be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  commence¬ 
ment  program 
Saturday,  May  20, 
closing  out, the 
163rd  academic 
session  at  the 
institution.  ‘ 

The  commence¬ 
ment  ceremonies 
will  begin  at  2  p.m.  in  the  A.  E.  Wood 
Coliseum  on  campus  with  degrees  go¬ 
ing  to  515  individuals. 

Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  the  col¬ 
ic^  will  confer  the  degrees.  Assisting 
him  will  be  the  deans  or  vice- 
presidents  of  the  various  schools  and 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Of 
the  515  degree  recipients,  350  will 
receive  undergraduate  degrees,  91 
graduate  degre^  eight  the  education 
specialist  degree,  and  66  the  doctor  of 
jurisprudence  degree  from  the  School 
of  Law. 

Delivering  the  invocatira  at  the 
commencement  ceremonies  will  be 
R.  Thomas  Hudson,  editor,  Sunday 
School  Board,  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  Nashville,  while  Billy  R. 
Williams,  pastor.  First  Church, 


James  W.  Booth  of  Lafayette,  La., 
will  become  minister  to  the  deaf  at 
Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson,  on 
June  1.  Booth  goes 
to  Woodland  Hills 
from  Acadiana 
Baptist  Church  of 
the  Deaf  in 
Lafayette,  where 
he  has  served 
since  1980. 

Booth,  a  native 
of  Prentiss,  Miss., 
is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  with  a 
master’s  degree  from  the  University 


ROME,  Italy  (BP)  —  Italian  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders  have  urged  Paige  Patter¬ 
son  to  stop  i^otiating  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  Bible  school  in  Belgium. 

Patterson,  in  response,  underscored 
“the  ri^t  and  privilege  of  any  Bap¬ 
tist  body”  to  voice  its  opinion,  but  he 
reiterate  reasons  why  he  is  continu¬ 
ing  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
Cnswell  College  in  Dallas  buying  the 
financially  troubled  Belgian  Center 
for  Biblical  Education  near  Brussels. 

Patterson  is  president  of  Crismll 
College  and  a  trustee  of  the  Soutnem 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  The 
transaction  would  involve  Criswell 
College,  not  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Baptist  Evangelical  Union  of  Italy 
urged  “that  the  enormous  resources 
wlSch  he  (Patterson)  is  about  to  pour 
into  (the  Belgian  school)  ...  be 
donated  instead  to  the  one  institution 
which  European  Baptists  do 
recognize,  appreciate,  love  and  sus¬ 
tain,  and  tnat  is  the  Baptist 


Gautier,  will  pronounce  the  benedic¬ 
tion.  Both  men  have  sons  in  the 
graduating  class. 

A  native  of  Laurel,  Landrum  earn¬ 
ed  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Mississippi  Collide  in  1961  and  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary  in  1965.  In  1977  he 
was  awarded  the  doctor  of  ministries 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary 
and  that  same  year  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  presented  him  the  honorary  doc¬ 
tor  of  divinity  degree 

Before  joining  the  staff  at  Second 
Church,  Landrum  served  as  pastor  at 
the  First  (Jhurch  of  Pasadena,  Tex.  He 
previously  had  served  at  First 
Church,  Bossier  Llity,  La.,  and  First 
Baptist  CIhurch  of  Greemille,  Miss. 

The  Landrum  family  has  long  been 
associated  with  Mississippi  College. 
In  addition  to  degrees  from  ^ 
college,  his  wife,  the  former  Charlotte 
Reeves,  ■  graduated  in  1963.  Their 
oldest  daughter,  Laura,  graduated  in 
1986,  and  their  second  daughter,  Gina, 
is  a  member  of  this  yev’k  graduating 
class.  Their  son.  Bud,  is  a  sophomore 
at  Baylor  University. 

Landrum’s  father-in-law  and 
mother-in-law.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Lester 
Reeves,  have  seen  all  three  of  their 
children  graduate  from  Mississippi 
College  a^  their  two  sons-in-laws  are 
also  Mississippi  College  graduates. 


of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  a  master 
of  religious  education  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

In  addition  to  his  part-time  ministry 
at  Woodland  Hills,  Booth  will  serve  as 
part-time  missionary  to  the  deaf  for 
Mississippi,  under  appointment  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention  Board. 
His  work  in  the  state  will  be  a  part  of 
the  language  missions  work  of  the 
Coopierative  Missions  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

Booth  is  married  to  Edith  King 
Booth,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 


(Theological)  Seminary  in 
Ruschlikon.” 

The  Ruschlikon  seminary,  located 
near  Zurich,  Switzerland,  has  been  a 
cooperative  venture  between  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptists  and  Southern  Baptists 
since  its  foundinjg  in  1949. 

The  Italian  union’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  took  its  stance  during  its  April 
6-9  meeting  in  Rocca  di  Papa,  but  did 
not  release  it  from  Rome  until  early 
May,  said  Paolo  Spano,  president  of 
the  union,  in  a  Mav  8  teleplxme  inter¬ 
view.  He  has  led  the  union  since  1964 
and  previously  was  director  of  its 
theological  commission. 

The  nine-member  committee  fur¬ 
ther  appealed  “to  all  the  Baptist 
unions  of  Europe  to  unite  themselves 
quickly  in  a  common  action  in  order 
to  persuade  Dr.  Patterson  to  withdraw 
from  his  initiative” 

'The  committee  also  registered  a 
protest  that  both  Italian  Baptists  and 
other  European  Baptist  unions  “have 
never  been  consulted  at  all”  by 
Patterson. 


LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  (BP)  -  “Bold 
Excellence  —  Joy  in  Service”  will  be 
the  theme  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Religious  Education  Association  an¬ 
nual  meeting  here  June  11-12. 

The  34th  SBREA  conference,  to  be 
held  at  the  Aladdin  Hotel,  is  among 
more  than  a  dozen  special-interest 
sessions  scheduled  in  conjunction 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting,  also  here,  June  13-15. 

“What  we  envision  is  to  emphasize 
excellence,”  said  SBREA  President 
Jerry  M.  Stubblefield,  professor  of 
religious  education  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.  “We’re 
trying  to  get  this  group  to  push  a  lit¬ 
tle  harder  in  terms  of  skill  develop¬ 
ment  —  enhance  their  skills  in 
teaching  —  and  in  terms  of  personal 
and  professional  growth.” 

Two  keynote  speakers  will  highlight 
the  exceUence  theme,  he  said. 

“Toward  Excellence  in  Teaching” 
will  be  the  topic  presented  by  Bradley 
Courtenay,  department  head  and 
associate  professor  of  adult  education 
at  the  University  of  (feorgia  in  Athens. 
Bill  Taylor,  associate  pastor/minister 
of  education  at  Prestonwood  Church, 
Dallas,  will  discuss  “Elxcellence:  Per¬ 
sonal  and  Professional  Growth.” 

“Joy  in  Service’  focuses  on  how  you 
can  d^l  with  moblems  and  issues”  in 
ministry,  Stubblefield  noted.  Larry 
MeSwain,  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology  and  professor  of  dhurch  and 
community  at  SoqtbeiT  Seminary, 
will  speak  on  “Coping  Enectively  in 
Ministry.”  He  will  be  followed  by  four 
ministers  who  will  describe  ex¬ 
periences  of  coping  with  forced  ter¬ 
mination,  broken  marriage,  adjusting 
to  different  (lastors,  and  dealing  with 

Midwestern  trustees 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  (BP)  - 
Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  trustees  approved  a  reduc¬ 
ed  1989-90  budget  and  elected  two 
faculty  members  during  their  annual 
board  meeting  here  April  10-11. 

Acting  upon  reconunendation  of  the 
board’s  finance  committee,  trustees 
approved  an  operating  budget  of  $4.2 
million  for  the  upcoming  fiscal  year. 

That  amount  represents  a  2.5  per¬ 
cent  decrease  from  the  current  $4.3 
million  budget. 


a  new  marriage  while  involved  in 
ministry. 

Another  keynote  address  will  set  the 
stage  for  excellence  in  ministry  in  the 
1990s,  Stubblefield  said.  Arnold 
Brown,  chairman  of  the  Weiner, 
Edrich,  Brown  Inc.,  management 
consulting  firm  in  New  York,  will  ad¬ 
dress  “Looking  at  the  Decade  Ahead.” 
Brown’s  firm  works  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  ex¬ 
amining  issues  with  which  it  must 
deal. 

Of  the  four  plenary  speakers,  two  — 
MeSwain  and  Thylor  —  work  for 
Southern  Baptists,  and  a  third  — 
Courtenay  —  is  a  Southern  Baptist, 
Stubblefield  said. 

The  conference  will  include 
meetings  of  professional-interest 
groups,  business  sessions,  fellowship 
times,  a  luncheon  and  presentation  of 
the  1969  distinguished  leader  award. 

The  SBREA  also  will  sponsor  two 
professional-growth  seminars  prior  to 
the  Las  Vegas  meeting,  Stubblefield 
said. 

The  seminars  will  be  “Identifying 
Adult  Learning  Styles  —  Determining 
Leadership/’Teaching  Styles,”  led  by 
Mancil  Ezell,  director  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board’s  church  media  library 
department,  and  “Identifying  Issues 
and  Managing  Chai^”  led  by  Brown. 

The  seminars  will  be  held  at  the 
Aladdin  Hotel  Saturday,  June  10,  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  Offei^  on  a  cost- 
recovery  basis  to  SBREA  members, 
the  seminars  will  cost  $30  for 
members  and  $50  for  non-members. 

For  more  information  on  the 
seminars,  contact  SBREA  Executive 
Director  Merle  T.  Basden  at  P.O.  Box 
330369,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76163  or 
(817)  292-7371. 

approve  budget 

Triistees  elected  J.  Triiett  Gannon, 
pastor  of  Smoke  Rise  Baptist  Church 
in  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  to  his  thira 
term  as  board  chairman.  Other  of¬ 
ficers  include  Richard  Adams,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Festus/Crystal  City,  Mo.,  first  vice 
chairman;  Kerry  G.  Powell,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  MeCk^  Ark., 
secMid  vice  chairman;  and  Lowell  E. 
Socolofsky,  a  layman  from  Bellevue, 
Neb.,  secretary-treasurer. 


Landrum 


Woodland  Hills,  Jackson, 
calls  minister  to  deaf 


Italian  Baptists  protest 
bid  for  Belgian  school 


TTiursday,  May  18,  1969 

SBC  missions 
day  camp 
gears  up 

LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  (BP)  -  Plans 
are  “full  steam  ahead”  for  the  ac¬ 
tivities  at  SBC  Missions  Day  Camp 
here  June  13-15,  organizers  said. 

Missions  Day  Camp,  sponsored  by 
the  children  and  youth  division  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission,  is  for  bqys  and  girls  who  have 
completed  grades  1-6  whose  parents 
attend  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  annual  meeting. 

Missions  Day  Camp  provides  a  mis¬ 
sions  education  program  for  children 
of  messengers  during  all  daytime  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  convention;  Tbe^y,  June 
13,  8:30  a.m.-5;00  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
June  14,  8:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m.;  and 
Thursday,  June  15, 8:30  a.m.-3;20  p.m. 

Activities  planned  include  Bible 
study,  crafts,  and  games,  organizers 
said.  Two  missiimaries  will  share  ex¬ 
periences  about  their  work. 

The  cost  is  $7  per  day  per  child,  or 
$20.00  for  three  days,  and  includes 
lunch  Tuesday  and  Thursday  and 
refreshments  all  days. 

Registration  will  be  cmducted  at 
the  Missions  Day  Camp  Booth  near 
the  messenger  registration  area  in  the 
Las  Vegas  (invention  (fenter  Monday, 
June  12,  from  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
and  during  daytime  sessions  'Rie^y 
and  Wednesday.  No  limit  has  been 
placed  on  the  number  of  qualified 
childrMi  that  can  attend.  Parents  will 
need  to  be  able  to  provide  a  brief 
medical  history  oi  the  riiildren  as  well 
as  local  contact  information  in  the 
event  of  an  emergency. 

Day  Camp  will  be  at  First  Baptist 
CTurch  of  Las  Vegas,  300  South  Ninth 
Street.  Transportation  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  to  and  from  the  convention  center. 

Additional  information  will  be 
available  at  the  Missions  Day  (}amp 
Booth. 

The  day  campers  should  dress  com¬ 
fortably,  planners  said  .  All  activities 
will  be  inside  because  of  the  intense 
heat  expected  during  June  in  Las 
Vegas. 


One  trouble  with  our  economy  is 
that  it’s  hard  to  find  a  man  who’s  will¬ 
ing  to  work  for  what  he’s  worth. 


CLASSIFIED 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  St  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodgiiig,  swimming.  $8 
tickets,  new  grilled/burger- 
cookout,  and  breakfast  —  ALL  for 
$23  each!  Call  501-253-8418  today! 


1986, 15-PASSENGER  VAN.  Dual 
air  —  39,000  miles,  cruise  control, 
new  tires  —  $10,700.00  Bus  Supply 
Co.,  McComb.  1-800-748-8681. 

ATTEN-nON  SINGING  GROUPS. 
Sport  coats,  slacks,  ties,  etc.  for 
your  ensemble.  Men  and  women. 
Moderate  prices  for  quality 
clothing.  Capital  Menswear.  Ron 
Martin.  601-957-3700. 


EAGLE  MOTORCOACH,  46 
passenger,  4  speed  manual.  Model 
10  caps  front  and  rear,  new  up¬ 
holstery,  reclining  seats  with  ad¬ 
justable  head  and  foot  rests.  Call 
John  Cline  601/981-6969. 
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Church  starts  three  missions, 
doubles  attendance  —  one  weekend 


MISSION  VIEJO,  Calif.  (BP)  - 
Saddleback  Valley  Community 
Church  doubled  its  attendance  Easter 
weekend  by  asking  members  not  to 
come  to  Sunday  services. 

The  church  also  started  three  new 
congregations  at  the  same  time. 
Pastor  Rick  Warren  mailed  letters  to 
all  church  members  asking  them  to 
attend  a  special  Saturday  night  wor¬ 
ship  service  Easter  weekend.  This 
would  make  room  for  non-Christians 
and  Easter-only  Christians  to  attend 
the  two  Sunday  services,  he  said. 

The  nine-year-old  church  here  has 
become  known  for  Warren’s  in- 
-  novative  church-growth  techniques. 
He  started  the  church  with  seven  peo¬ 
ple  and  has  grown  it  to  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  3,800.  Easter  weekend  at¬ 
tendance  totaled  7,490. 

Saddleback  Valley  was  the  first 
church  in  the  Southern  Baptist  (Con¬ 
vention  known  to  offer  a  regular 
Saturday  night  service,  which  started 
about  one  year  ago.  However,  the 
church  had  not  promoted  the  Satur¬ 
day  night  service  becau^  it  was  held 
in  a  different  location  from  Sunday 
services. 

The  church  has  no  permanent 
building  but  rents  Trabucko  Hills 
High  School  every  Sunday.  Beginning 
Easter  weekend,  it  was  able  to  use 
that  facility  on  ^turdays  as  well. 

Warren  said  he  wasn’t  sure  how 
many  people  would  show  up  Saturday 
night  for  Easter  services,  especially 
in  a  heavy  rainstorm.  But  the  people 
poured  in  as  fast  as  the  rain. 

A  total  of  3,020  people  attended  the 
Saturday  ni^t  service,  parking  a 
half-ihile  away  in  every  direction. 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

Hundreds  sat  in  an  overflow  room 
with  television  monitors,  600  stood 
through  the  entire  service,  and  the  fire 
marshall  turned  away  another  1,000, 
Warren  said. 

And  then  another  4,470  people  came 
to  the  two  traditional  Sun^y  services, 
he  said. 

He  said  Saddleback  could  have  add¬ 
ed  an  early  morning  service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  but  that  would  have  appealed  on¬ 
ly  to  Christians,  he  said. 

“Most  churches  say,  ‘We’d  like  you 
to  come  to  know  the  Lord,  but  you 
have  to  do  it  on  Sunday  morning,’  ’’  he 
said.  “That  way  you  only  have  one 
hook.  We  had  three  hooks.’’ 

While  many  pastors  dread  the  once- 


Orthodox  leader 
-resettled  in  U.S. 

MOSCOW,  U.S.S.R.  (EP)  -  A  Soviet 
church  leader  who  was  sentenced  to 
seven  years  in  a  labor  camp  for 
writing  a  history  of  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  from  the  time  of  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution  is  being 
resettled  in  the  U.S.  as  a  result  of 
negotiations  between  the  Soviet 
government  and  rraresentatives  of 
the  U.S.  Lutheran  (murch. 

Vladimir  Ruspk  and  his  wife  Galina 
arrived  in  the  U.S.  April  14  and  were 
giwted  in  New  York  by  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federa¬ 
tion  (LWF). 


a-year  crowd  at  Easter,  Warren  said 
he  values  the  opportunity  to  address 
non-Christians;  “They’re  the  very 
people  we  want.  If  they  only  come 
once  a  year,  I  sure  want  them  in  my 
church.” 

’Ib  attract  these  people.  Saddleback 
mailed  85,000  fliers  advertising  the 
Easter  services. 

The  key  to  bringing  the  Easter-only 
crowd  back  is  to  start  a  new,  practical 
sermon  series  on  Blaster  Sun^y,  War¬ 
ren  said. 

Although  not  everyone  who  came 
for  Blaster  services  will  return  to  Sad¬ 
dleback,  a  certain  percentage  will,  he 
said,  explaining  this  as  the  “residue 
factOT”  —  that  every  time  a  church  in¬ 
creases  attendance  for  a  special 
event,  subsequent  attendance  will  fall 
back  but  will  still  be  greater  than 
before  the  event. 

Easter  also  is  the  best  day  of  the 
year  to  start  a  new  congregation,  War¬ 
ren  said.  He  started  Saddleback  on 
Easter  Sunday  in  1980  and  has  used 
the  same  principles  to  start  mission 
congregations  in  subsequent  years. 

The  three  new  congre^tions  Sad¬ 
dleback  started  this  Easter  are 
Searidge  Community  Church  in 
Laguna  Hills,  Calif.,  with  an  atten¬ 
dance  of  282;  Olive  Branch  Conuhuni- 
ty  Church  in  Norco,  Calif.,  with  160  at¬ 
tending  the  first  service;  and  Scotts¬ 
dale  (Community  Church  in  Scotts¬ 
dale,  Ariz.,  with  76  people  braving  a 
flash  flood  to  attend. 

With  these  three  missions.  Sad¬ 
dleback  has  started  13  new  congrega¬ 
tions  during  its  nine-year  history. 

Mark  Wingfield  writes  for  the  BP 
Atlanta  bureau. 


Devotiona^ 

Go  after  your  goal 


By  Bob  Rogers 

Forgetting  what  is  behind  and  straining  toward  what  is  ahead,  I  press  on 
toward  the  goal  to  win  the  prize  for  which  God  has  called  me  heavenward 
in  Christ  Jesus"  (Philippians  3:13-14,  NIV). 

In  the  next  few  days,  thousands  of  Mississippians  will  be  graduating  from 
high  school  and  college.  As  June  arrives,  thousands  of  brides  are  planning 
their  weddings.  Many  people  will  move  in  the  summertime.  This  is  a  time 
I  of  the  year  when  great  changes  occur  in  people’s  lives. 
I  Perhaps  you  are  among  this  group.  Let  me  ask  you,  where 
(are  you  going  from  here?  What  does  your  future  hold? 

Paul  gives  excellent  advice  in  Philippians  3:13-14.  The 
first  step  in  beginning  your  future  is  to  forget  your  past. 
Stop  wishing  for  the  “good  ole  days.”  They  are  gone,  and 
noming  can  bring  them  back.  Or  perhaps  your  past  haunts 
you  and  you  are  afraid  you  can  never  shake  loose  from  it. 
If  Moses,  David,  and  Paul  could  overcome  their  past  guilt 
in  participating  in  murder,  then  God  can  help  you  overcome 
your  past,  too! 

The  second  step  is  to  get  a  vision  of  the  future  Paul  says, 
Rogers  “straining  toward  what  is  ahead.”  Stop  a  minute  and  close 
your  eyes.  Dream  a  little.  'Hiink:  what  would  you  like  to  see  happen  in  your 
life?  All  things  are  possible  with  (xod,  so  open  the  windows  of  your  mind  and 
dream. 


The  third  step  is  to  set  some  goals.  Paul  says,  “I  press  on  toward  the  goal.” 
You  have  dreamed,  now  set  down  your  goals.  Write  down  something  specific. 
Do^ou  want  to  further  your  education?  Write  down  the  name  of  the  degree, 
the  school  you  wish  to  attend,  and  when  you  want  to  b^n  and  finish.  Does 
your  heart  ache  to  see  people  hunting  through  garbage  for  food?  Write  down 
when  your  church  or  association  could  begin  a  food  closet  ministry.  Your 
dreams  will  not  be  realized  if  you  do  not  set  a  specific  goal. 

The  fourth  step  is  to  go  after  your  goal.  Paul  said  he  “pressed”  for  his  goal 
in  Christ.  In  Charles  Dickens’  novel.  Great  Expectations,  Pip  made  himself 
feel  better  about  his  debts  by  listing  them  all  on  paper,  but  Pip  took  no  action 
to  pay  his  debts.  Once  you  set  your  goal,  it  is  time  to  act. 

Olympic  runner  Blric  Liddle  was  remembered  in  the  movie.  Chariots  of  Fire. 
One  particularly  moving  scene  shows  an  opponent  tripping  him.  As  he  falls 
on  the  back  and  the  other  runners  dart  ahead,  the  coach  says  to  himself,  “(Jet 
up,  Eric!”  In  slow  motion,  the  audience  watches  him  roU  on  the  track,  and 
thw  begin  to  plead  along  with  the  coach,  “(Jet  up,  Eric!”  TTien  Eric  gets  up, 
and  lo(^  straight  at  the  finish  line  He  begins  to  close  in  on  the  other  run¬ 
ners,  lodcing  at  nothing  but  the  finish  line.  At  the  tape,  he  passes  them  all 
and  wins  the  race 


What  does  your  future  hold?  Christ  is  calling,  “Get  up!  Get  up!  Press  for 
the  goal!”  He  has  something  special  for  every  one  of  us  to  do.  His  call  is  the 
highest  call  of  all.  How  will  you  answer  him? 

Bob  Rogers  is  pastor.  Calvary  Cburcb,  Gloster. 


Letters  to  tbe  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  tbe  editor  reserve 
tbe  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


Effective  teacher 

Editor: 

Albert  Einstein  said,  “It  is  the 
supreme  art  of  the  teacher  to  awaken 
joy  in  creative  expression  and 
knowledge.”  Curtis  Hall,  who  died  on 
April  24,  possessed  this  art. 

The  loss  of  super  teacher  Curtis 
Hall  to  his  family,  the  Sunday  School 
class  that  he  taught,  his  church,  and 
the  Miurah  High  School  social  studies 
classes  (where  he  taught  for  28  years) 
is  devastating.  The  untimely  death  of 
any  good  man  always  brings  about 
deep  separation  anxiety  for  those  who 
experienced  meaningful  and 
enriching  involvement  by  him  in  their 
lives.  It  is  compounded  in  the  sudden 
loss  of  an  inspi^  and  extraordinarily 
effective  teacher. 

Curtis  Hall  truly  had  all  of  those 
gifts  that  are  essential  for  an  inspir¬ 
ing  and  successful  teacher  (humor, 
wisdom,  knowledge,  charisma,  com¬ 
passion,  a  love  for  his  students,  and  a 
dynamic  presentation  style).  It  was 
the  unique  and  bountiful  combination 
of  these  pedagogic  talents  in  Curtis 
Hall  that  generated  the  tearful  pro¬ 
nouncement  of  irreplaceable  the 
packed  church  auditorium  of 
students,  former  students,  friends, 
and  family  who  attended  his  funeral 
at  Jackson’s  Woodland  Hills  Baptist 
Church  on  April  29. 


My  grief  lies  partially  in  the  loss  of 
a  special  friend  and  my  Sunday  School 
teacher.  My  grief  is  compounded  by 
the  realization  that  this  pronounce¬ 
ment  of  irreplaceable  teacher  is  ab¬ 
solutely  true. 

Jimmy  (Jotten 
Jackson 

Thanks  to  Olivers 

Editor; 

My  name  is  Rana  Burt,  and  I  will 
be  graduating  from  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  this 
May.  I  will  be  receiving  my  Sister 
of  Arts  degree  in  Religious  Bkhication. 
The  reason  I  am  writing  is  because 
I  am  very  grateful  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Oliver  for  their  gift  to  the 
Baptist  Foundation  fund.  I  have  been 
a  recipient  of  a  scholarship  in  their 
name  for  the  three  years  that  I  have 
attended  seminary,  and  I  feel  it  quite 
appropriate  to  let  fellow  Mississippi 
Baptists  know  how  very  giving  the 
Olivers  have  been  and  how  very  much 
it  has  helped. 

My  husband  and  I  are  currently 
serving  at  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Marietta,  Oklahoma.  My  husband  is 
the  associate  pastor  and  we  are  the 
children’s  wor^p  coordinators.  This 
is  a  part-time  job  position,  as  we  are 
both  full-time  students. 

If  you  have  any  room  in  Ihe  Baptist 


Record  to  recognize  them,  I  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  You  may 
remember  running  an  article  on  my 
husband  and  me  last  Spring.  We  were 
introduced  by  the  Olivers  and  have 
been  very  happily  married  for  16 
months. 

My  husband.  Bob,  will  finish  his 
third  semester  in  the  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  program  and  will  have  two  more 
years  after  this  semester.  If  we  can 
ever  help  you  in  any  way  by  inform¬ 
ing  you  about  Southwestern  or  any 
nera  that  might  require  Mississippi 
semina^  students,  feel  free  to  get  in 
touch  with  us.  We  appreciate  the  work 
that  you  are  doing  in  Mississippi. 

Rana  E.  Burt 

Fort  Worth 


European  anniversary 

Editor: 

The  European  Baptist  (Convention 
will  be  celebrating  its  25th  Anniver¬ 
sary  OcL  23-26  in  Kaiserslautem,  West 
Germany. 

There  are  many  former  members 
of  European  Baptist  Convention  chur¬ 
ches  living  in  your  state.  We  want  to 
hear  from  them  as  we  plan  for  the 
celebration.  We  invite  and  need  per¬ 
sonal  anecdotes  and  stories  which 
could  help  in  the  production  of  a 
histmical  skit.  Fbrmer  memb^  may 
send  any  ancedotes  or  stories  to  the 
Program  Planning  (Committee  c/o  the 
convention  office  at  Sonnenberger  Str. 
60,  6200  Wiensbaden,  Federal 
Republic  of  (Jermany. 

James  E.  Foster 
Wiesbaden  FRG 


“No  respecter” 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  this  week’k 
article  on  different  races.  Jesus  said, 
“Have  no  respect  for  persons,”  which 
means,  no  one  is  better  than  anyone 
else.  He  said  also:  “Love  the 
brethren.”  That  means  everyone  He 
also  said  that  anyone  with  hate  will 
not  see  the  father.  If  you  wUI  read  your 
geography,  our  color  of  skin  matches 
the  climate  in  which  we  live  If  you 
read  the  Bible  you  will  see  there  is  a 
lot  spoken  against  slavery. 

_  Doris  Middleton 
Leakesville 


Meet  God’s  demands 

Editor: 

For  10  years  we  Southern  baptists 
have  spent  more  time  in  demeaning 
one  another  and  seeking  oftentimes 
undeserved  honcHs  and  self  glory  than 
in  prayer  to  (Jod  to  show  us  the  way 
out  of  this  senseless  dilemma,  I  am 
afraid,  and  to  show  us  how  unity  and 
usefulness  can  be  restored  in  winning 
the  lost  world  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  (Christ. 

The  devil  has  had  a  hf^day.  He  is 
thu  world’s  greatest  politician.  He 
tried  his  art  out  on  Jesus  in  the 
wilderness. 

If  the  devil  can’t  damn  our  souls  in 
an  eternal  hell,  he  never  gives  up.  His 
next  move  is  to  seek  to  destroy  (Jod’s 
children’s  influence  for  go^  and 
usefulness  in  this  sin-cursed  world.  He 


has  been  very  successful  in  doing  so 
in  recent  years.  Read  Southern  ^p- 
tist  statistics.  They  are  becoming 
alarming. 

In  a  few  days  Southern  Baptists  are 
to  meet  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  the  rambl¬ 
ing  capital  of  our  nation.  God  has  a 
purpose  in  permitting  this.  What  an 
opportunity!  yes,  for  us  to 
demonstrate  what  the  gospel  of  our 
Christ  means  to  us.  We  agree  with  the 
apostle  Paul,  who  told  the  Romans, 
“For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ  for  it  is  the  power  of  (»od 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth ....  For  therein  is  the 
ri^teousness  of  (Jod  revealed  from 
faith  to  faith  . . .  'The  just  shall  live  by 
faith.”  Romans  1:16-17. 

“If  we  say  we  have  ho  sin  (the  past 
10  years)  we  deceive  ourselves  and 
the  truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confess  our 
sins,  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive 
our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness.”  IJcrfm  1:8-9. 

Let  us  all  confess  our  sin,  repent, 
and  turn  our  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  into  the  power  that  will  bring 
us  truly  to  honor  and  glorify  our  (Jod, 
who  has  great  things  for  us  to  do. 

If  we  meet  (Jod’s  demands,  this 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  will  be 
the  greatest  in  all  of  our  glorious 
history  (not  financially,  which  is 
secondary)  when  we  commit 
ourselves  to  the  leadership  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  prac¬ 
tice  his  instructions  to  love  (Jod  with 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Keith  Salter,  gold  medalist 


Keith  Salter,  who  won  gold  and  silver  medals  in  swimming  competition  at  World 
Games  for  the  Deaf  in  Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  speaks  to  the  Mississippi  Senate, 
following  his  receipt  of  a  resolution  issued  in  his  honor.  Senator  Barbara  Blanton  of 
Rankin  County,  left,  presented  to  Keith  a  copy  of  the  resolution.  At  right  are  Keith's 
parents,  Connie  and  Larry  Salter  of  Brandon. 

Trustees  to  SBC  committees, 
commissions  are  nominated 


A  gold  medal,  Who  wouldn’t  like  to 
get  one?  Keith  Salter  wanted  one 
enough  to  work  for  it.  This  year,  in 
January,  he  reached  the  goal  he’d 
been  swimming  toward  for  11  years. 
He  won  not  one,  but  two  gold  medals 
—  and  three  silver  ones  —  at  the 
World  Games  for  the  Deaf  in 
Christchurch,  New  Zealand. 

He  learned  to  swim  when  he  was 
seven.  Afternoons  now,  he  swims  a 
couple  of  hours.  He’s  done  that  year- 
round  since  he  was  eight.  During  the 
swim  competition  season,  August- 
March,  he  usually  swims  twice  a  day, 
three  hours  in  afternoons  and  1>/^ 
hours  mornings.  If  you  added  up  all 
the  hours,  I  wonder,  how  many  full 
days  —  or  how  many  of  Keith’s  19 
years  have  been  spent  in  the  water! 

I  happen  to  know  Keith  because  he 
worked  one  summer  at  the  ^ptist 
Building,  where  his  dad,  Larry,  is  a 
consultant  with  the  Sunday  School 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  Larry  am  his  wife, 
Connie,  were  in  New  Zealand  with 
their  son  when  he  won  the  medals. 
They  were  also  with  him  the  day  in 
April  when  the  Mississippi  Senate 
adopted  a  resolution  commending  and 
congratulating  Keith  for  his  outstand¬ 
ing  performance  at  Christchurch. 
From  a  ^cony  in  the  Capitol,  I  wat¬ 
ched  as  wey  presented  him  a  copy  of 
the  document. 

Keith,  a  Delta  State  University 


freshman,  was  one  of  14  members  of 
the  U.S.  Swim  Team  competing  in  the 
games  in  New  Zealand.  There  were 
245  deaf  USA  athletes  in  the  competi¬ 
tion,  among  1,400  competitors  from  32 
countries. 

He  earned  a  gold  medal  in  the 
400-meter  medley  swim  relay,  posting 
a  total  time  of  4:11.76,  and  he  broke  the 
American  record  for  the  deaf  in  the 
100-meter  backstroke  with  a  time  of 
103.2,  for  which  he  won  a  silver. 
Besides  this,  he  won  a  silver  medal  in 
the  free  relay  and  a  silver  medal  in 
the  200-meter  backstroke.  He  won 
another  gold  medal  in  the  100-meter 
backstroke  medley  relay.  He  placed 
fifth  in  the  50  freestyle  and  100  Iwtterf- 
ly,  and  sixth  in  the  100-meter  freestyle 

Born  profoundly  deaf,  Keith  grew 
up  at  Brandon.  The  Salters  live  at 
Crossgates  —  78  Pine  Cove,  Brandon. 
It  was  as  part  of  the  Crossgates  Swim 
Team  that  Keith  firs,  competed,  and 
later  as  member  of  the  Jackson 
Sunkist  Swim  Team.  He  began  his 
studies  at  Magnolia  Speech  School, 
but  in  second  grade  he  entered  public 
school  in  Brandon.  A  skillful  lip 
reader,  he  was  graduated  in  1988  from 
high  school  in  Brandon,  12th  in  a  class 
of  250.  Indeed,  I  was  not  surprised  to 
hear  he’d  been  selected  “Most 
Courteous”  in  his  class. 

His  high  ^ades  are  continuing  at 
the  university,  where  he’s  a  Dean’s 
List  student  with  a  3.4  grade  average. 


His  swimming  skills  resulted  in  his 
receipt  of  a  full  scholarship  at  Delta 
State,  where  he  made  all-conference 
this  year  with  the  swim  team. 

Though  he  does  not  plan  further 
World  Games  competition,  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  compete  with  the  university 
swim  team.  Earlier  this  year,  he  and 
another  teammate  set  a  school  swim¬ 
ming  team  record. 

Following  Keith’s  return  home  from 
New  Zealand,  Mayor  Manning  Co(^r 
declared  Feb.  5  Keith  Salter  Day  in 
Brandon.  The  same  day  was  Keith 
Salter  Day  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Brandon;  Larry  Milner,  chairman  of 
deacons,  presented  him  a  plaque  from 
the  church.  At  age  nine,  Keith  was 
baptized  at  Fitst  Church,  Brandon, 
where  he  is  still  a  member.  When  he 
is  in  Cleveland,  he  attends  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  there  Frankly,  I  think  he’s 
a  credit  to  Mississippi  Baptists,  and 
I’m  proud  he  is  one  of  us! 

His  major  at  Delta  State  is  occupa¬ 
tional  therapy.  After  university,  he 
said,  he  hopes  to  study  at  University 
Medical  Center,  to  become  an  occupa¬ 
tional  therapist. 

As  the  Senate’s  resolution  pointed 
out,  “This  outstanding  achievement 
^  this  exceptional  young  man  is  an 
inspiration  to  the  people  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  his  church,  and  to  ail  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  state  of  Mississippi . . . .” 

Once  more,  Keith  — 
congratulations! 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  IVustees  to 
serve  on  the  commissions  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  have  been  nominal  by  the 
1989  committee  on  Nominations. 

Robert  F.  Loggins  Sr.,  mission 
pastor  at  Glendale  Memorial  church. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  nominated  to 
replace  D.  Raddin  of  Greenville, 
Miss.,  who  is  ineligible  for  re-election. 

Nominated  to  second  term  on  the 
PubUc  Affairs  Committee  was  Robbie 
Hughes,  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 


Volunteers  finish  Jamaica 


By  Eric  Miller  and  Jim  Burton 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  - 
Jamaica’s  lush  green  countryside 
once  again  gleams  with  metal  roofs  on 
Baptist  churches,  thanks  to  more  than 
500  Baptist  volunteers  from  17  states 
and  Canada. 

About  180  of  the  286  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  on  the  Claribbean  island  sustain¬ 
ed  damage  totaling  about  $2  million 
during  Hurricane  Gilbert  Sept.  12, 
1988. 

Jamaica  was  the  first  overseas 
volunteer  missions  project  for  Cana¬ 
dian  Baptists,  said  Heather  Steeves, 
national  volunteer  coordinator  for  the 
Canadian  Baptist  Federation. 
Cameron  Byler,  disaster  relief  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Southern  Baptist 


Brotherhood  Commission,  helped  in¬ 
itiate  Canadian  involvement,  and  the 
federation  worked  through  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  sending  volunteers. 

By  late  April,  volunteers  had  refur¬ 
bished  110  churches,  12  pastors’ 
houses,  one  all-pun>ose  building,  one 
home  for  underprivileged  girls,  three 
teachers’  cottages,  one  school  aikl  one 
vestry,  said  John  Baxl^r,  on-site  pro¬ 
ject  coordinator  and  trustee  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission. 

Repair  of  the  churches  began  Jan. 
2  and  is  scheduled  for  completion  May 
20,  said  Baxley,  a  retir^  fast-food 
chain  franchisee  from  St.  Augustine, 
Fla.  Heavily  damaged  churd^  were 
repaired  first,  he  said. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  spent 
$200,000  in  FMB  disaster  relief  fun^ 
on  Jamaican  church  reconstruction, 
said  B(^d  O’Neal  of  the  board’s 
volunteers-in-missions  department. 
The  board  also  sent  50  tons  of  beans, 
25  tons  of  rice,  five  tons  of  dried  milk, 
some  cooking  oil  and  baby  food,  all 
costing  $33,000. 

In  addition.  Southern  Baptists 
donated  through  the  board  abwt  43 
tons  of  food,  including  flour,  rice, 
beans,  fruits,  vegetables,  meat^  bal^ 
food,  pasta,  sugar,  shortening,  dried 
potatoes  and  canned  milk. 

Reconstruction  sites  usually  drew  a 
crowd  of  church  members  and 
curious  people,  Baxley  noted.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  completion  of  a 


projects 

church,  pastors  conducted  a 
thanksgiving  service  of  singing, 
pra^.  Scripture  reading,  testimonies 
and  hugging. 

Volunteers  finished  one  church  so 
quickly  the  “pastor  complained  that 
we  dicm’t  give  time  to  draw  a  crowd 
before  it  was  already  over,”  Baxley 
said. 

Volunteer  C.T.  Worrell  of  Rocky 
Mount,  N.C.,  who  worked  on  Philipo 
Baptist  Church,  said,  “Hopefully, 
some  day  when  I  get  to  heaven  I’ll  see 
these  people,  who  will  come  up  to  me 
and  say,  T  came  to  know  the  Lord  at 
niilipo  Baptist  Church  in  Jamaica.’  ” 

Eric  Miller  writes  for  the  FMB; 
Jim  Burton  for  the  Brotherhood 
Commission. 


Panama  churches 
cancel  services 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
didate  Guillermo  Endara  and  his  two 
vice  presidential  running  mates.  The 
three  men  and  others  wiUi  them  were 
bloodied  and  one  of  their  bodyguard 
reportedly  was  killed. 

That  ni^t,  the  Noriega  government 
nullified  the  election,  blaming 
American  interference.  Noriega  op¬ 
ponents,  meanwhile,  accused  Noriega 
supporters  of  stealing,  burning,  and 
otherwise  destroying  thousands  of 
vote-tally  sheets. 

“We’ve  noticed  a  stepped-up  anti- 
American  situation”  ever  since  the 
American  government  charged 
Noriega  with  drug  trafficking  more 
than  a  year  ago.  Cooper  said.  This  is 
reflected  in  slogans,  military  check¬ 
points  at  various  locations,  and  the 
like,  he  added. 

But,  he  noted,  “It’s  mostly  political.” 
The  anti-Americanism  is  not  coming 
from  the  Panamanian  people  in 
general,  he  said. 

“No  missionary  has  been  overly 
harassed,”  he  added.  “We  have  been 
stopped,  and  we’ve  had  to  present 
credentials  and  this  kind  of  thing,  but 
no  missionary  has  been  molest^  in 
the  sense  that  we’ve  been  under  any 
kind  of  danger  up  to  this  point. 

C!o(^)ot  said  he  hopes  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  will  not  allow  the  turmoil  in 
Panama  “to  cause  them  to  be  less  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  Panamanian  people. 
There  is  no  open  hostility  between 
Panamanians  and  North  Americans. 

“The  Panamanian  people  are  just 
as  open  and  as  friendly  as  they  can  be 
They’re  decent,  hard-working  people 
who  want  good  relationships  with 
everybody.  They’re  not  trying  to 
thwart  our  ministry.” 

Art  Ibalston  write  for  the  i^mr 


Arthur  Brooks,  a  Baptist  in  Jamaica,  stands  in  front  of  his  house  after  Hurricane 
Gilbert  hit  the  Caribbean  island  in  September  198a  The  tree  crashed  into  his  living 
room  as  he  and  his  family  huddled  under  a  bed.  Brooks  is  a  member  of  a  Baptist 
church  repaired  by  Southern  Baptist  votunteers.  Baptist  volunteers  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada  had  materials  to  repair  180  churches  damaged  in  the  storm,  but 
not  members’  homes.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joseph  Perkins 


Southern  Baptist  volunteer  Barry  Hodten  of  Cullman,  Ala.,  helps  replace  a  roof 
blown  off  a  Baptist  church  in  Jamaica  during  Hurricane  Gilbert  in  September  1988. 
About  180  of  the  286  Baptist  churches  on  the  Caribbean  island  sustained  about  $2 
million  in  damage  during  the  hurricane.  More  than  5(X)  Baptist  volunteers  from  17 
states  ^  Canada  have  been  involved  in  a  church  repair  project,  scheduled  for  com¬ 
pletion  May  20.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joseph  Perkins 
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Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

May  22-28  Associational  Emphasis  Week  (HMB)  Emirfiasis 
May  23  Shared  Ministry  Skills  for  Church  Growth  Conference;  Baptist 
Building;  9  a.m.-4  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Senior  Adult  Choir  Festival;  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton;  9:30 
a.m.-3:30  p.m.  (CM) 


Futral  to  get 
Gk)lden  Arrow 


Powerline 

for 

teens 


Jim  Futral,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jack^  and  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  will 
receive  the  “Order 
of  the  (jiolden  Ar¬ 
row”  award  from 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  during  the 
Fifty-Year  Club 
banquet  set  for  6 
p.m.,  Friday,  May 
19,  in  the  B.C. 
Rogers  Student 
Center  on  campus. 

“The  “Order  of 
the  Golden  Arrow” 
award  is  one  of  the  highest  honors 
bestowed  by  Mississippi  College.  It  is 
reserved  for  those  alumni  or  friends 
of  the  college  who  have  excelled  in 
their  chosen  profession.  The  award 
presentation  will  be  made  by  Lewis 
Nobles,  president  of  the  college. 

Futral  will  be  addressing  the  Fifty- 
Year  Club  banquet.  The  club  is  ccun- 
posed  of  those  individuals  who  were 
graduated  from  Mississippi  Coll^  50 
or  more  years  ago.  The  president  is 
J(rim  E.  Stone  of  Jackson,  a  1933 
graduate  of  the  coU^  and  retired  ci¬ 
ty  attorney  fw  the  Oty  of  Jackson. 
Stone  is  an  ac^ve  layman  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church. 


COME  WITH  US 

I  TO  THE 
HOLY  LAND  i 

Egypt  —  Israel 
and  Rome  (optional) 

Depart  4uly  17  | 

I  9  great  days  I 

r  $1,949  I 
i  from  New  Ybrk  I 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO-TV  COMMISSION  /  FORT  WORTH.  TX  7815C 


fV  nat  Lire  is  at  one  vital  point. 

You  shouldn’t  expect  harvest 
^  m  before  seed  time  and  growth  time. 

di/L  dOOlM/l  shouldn’t  expect  maturity 

without  the  processes  of  painful 
immaturity  or  victory  before  the 
Q  M  F  CT  ION*  battle.  Try  to  know  what  it’s  all 

about  without  the  inevitable 
I  guess  it  just  hit  me  that  my  life  experimentation, 
is  just  not  full  and  I  hope  God  will  ..  .  people  forget 

fill  that  void.  I  have  a  good  home,  f^is  tasic  troth.  You  se^  it  would 
live  in  a  good  part  of  town,  have  ^  “^terly  »mi^ib le  for  you  to 
great  parenU,  but  it’s  just  not  *“ve  a  sense  of  fulfillment  and  a 
together.  I’m  not  reaUy  what  you  ''^^ole  round  intepretotion  of  life 
would  caU  social,  but  I  have  my  y®®  ««  8®«1®8  “>t®  f^e 

friends  and  I  like  to  have  a  good  S?®  nmtunty. 

Ume.  Not  many  of  those  friends  ^  adolescent  years  are  time  for 
are  very  religious,  and  probably  if  Plowing  and  siding,  and  in- 
asked  they  couldn’t  remember  the  vestipt^  and  discoven^,  and 
last  time  they  were  in  church.  perolexiti^  and  dissatufaction. 
What  I’m  trying  to  say  is  that  I  succeeding  a^ 

would  like  some  help  understand-  ?ometoes  fading,  and  then  str¬ 
ing  what  it  is  all  about.  all  over  agam.  Obviously  that 

process  isn’t  going  to  make  anyone 
.  gleefully  happy.  But  it’s  a  process 

A  N  S  W  E_R :  that  cannot  be  avoided.  So  what 

you  do  is  plow  straight  through  it. 
Your  questions  concerning  your  And  if  you  make  go^  preparation 
life  and  “what  it  is  all  about”  are  through  these  next  10  years,  you 
quite  natural.  You  are  at  the  age  will  come  out  on  the  other  side  a 
when  such  inquiries  begin  to  well-rounded  personality  with 
disturb  any  thoughtful  young  per-  great  satisfactions  and  you’ll  feel 
son.  I  think  I  can  best  counsel  you  you  really  know  what  it’s  all  abwt. 


Futral 


Darrell  Robinson, 

host 

Evangelism  Dept. 
Home  Mission  Board 
Atlanta,  GA 


Torn  Larrimore, 
host 

1156  Winnrose  Street 
Jackson,  MS  39211 


Call  Tom  Larrimore 

(601)  956-1891 
(601)  372-0132 


Observe  Radlo-TV  Sunday  May  21 


Eight  from 
state  graduate 
at  Mid-America 


Radio  8t  Television  Commission 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Ing  ahead 
>  Bold  new 
horizons 
In  1989 


Of  the  45  May  12  graduates  of  Mid- 
America  Seminary  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  the  following  are  from 
Mississippi: 

Robert  E.  Collier,  master  of  divini¬ 
ty,  associate  pastor  of  Desoto  Woods 
Church,  Horn  Lake. 

Kenneth  Pegram,  master  of  divini¬ 
ty,  pastor  of  Highland  Church, 
^natobia. 

Charles  (Chuck)  Smith,  master  of 
arts  in  religious  education,  youth 
minister,  Evansville  Church, 
Coldwater. 

Gary  W.  Stafford,  master  of  divini¬ 
ty,  currently  resides  in  Olive  Branch, 
is  involved  in  youth  ministry  of  Broad¬ 
way  Church,  Southaven. 

Fred  Thompson,  master  of  divini¬ 
ty,  minister  of  youth  and  music.  New 
Prospect  Cliurch,  Olive  Branch. 

W.  Kenneth  Thornton,  master  of 
divinity,  (son  of  Louis  Thornton  of 
Vicksbi^)  pastor  of  Berean  (Church, 
Memphis. 

Steve  Vete^  master  of  divinity,  who 
will  be  continuing  his  studies  in  the 
organizations,  the  World  Refugee  ThD.  program  of  Mid-America 
Relief,  the  local  Hispanic  newspaper  Seminary,  Memphis. 

I  -r._  _  1  .V-  m>  T,  Bryan  Web^  master  of  divinity, 

pastor  of  Shady  Grove  Church,  New 
1  .  .  Albany. 

Clergy  malpractice  suit  refused 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S.  Community  Church  in  Sun  Valley,  Meet  God’s  demands 
Supreme  Court  has  refused  to  review  Calif.,  because  their  son,  Kenneth, 

a  dispute  that  has  been  described  as  committed  suicide  in  1979  after  (Continued  from  page  6) 
the  nation’s  -first  clergy  malpractice  receiving  counseling  from  members  all  our  heart,  with  all  oiu*  soul,  and 
suit.  of  the  church’s  staff.  The  Nallys  with  all  our  mind ....  and  our 

The  high  court’s  decision,  which  charged  the  staff  members  with  neighbor  as  ourselves, 

was  announced  in  a  one-line  order  malpractice  for  failing  to  urge  their  Let  us  go.  Southern  Baptists,  for 

April  3,  leaves  standing  a  unanimous  son  to  seek  psychiatric  help  or  to  in-  (k)d  and  1^  glory, 
ruling  by  the  California  Supreme  form  them  he  was  contemplating  a  se-  Carl  Joseph  Olander 

Court  that  individuals  who  are  not  cond  suicide  attempt.  Ri^elana 

licensed  as  counselors  or  therapists 

cannot  be  held  legally  liable  for  fail-  The  couple  contended  the  church 

ing  to  provide  proper  advice  or  for  did  not  properly  train  its  counselors  C.  J.  Olander  will  be  95  years  of  age 
failing  to  refer  their  counselees  to  and  that  the  counselors  who  talked  in  September.  He  was  instnimenUl  in 
licensed  therapists.  with  their  son  discouraged  him  from  the  beginning  of  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

Walter  and  Maria  Nally  sued  Grace  seeking  further  medical  help  tist  Foundation.  —  Editor 


ce  offers  classes  for  deaf 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Boyce  ty  Out  Reach  from  Houston  to 
Bible  School  will  b^ome  one  of  the  Louisville  helped  provide  the  impetus 
first  schools  in  the  United  States  to  for  the  new  program.  It  is  composed 
teach  theological  courses  in  sign  of  Southern  Baptist  Mission  Service 
language  when  it  initiates  the  pro-  Corps  volunteers  working  under  the 
gram  next  fall.  the  auspices  of  the  denomination’s 

Four  classes  will  be  offered  with  in-  Home  Mission  Board, 
structors  presenting  all  lectures  in  Members  travel  across  the  country, 
sign,  said  David  Q.  Byrd,  dean  of  the  doing  evangelistic  work  among  the 
school,  a  division  of  Southern  deaf,  helping  to  start  deaf  congrega- 
Seminary  that  provides  ministerial  tions  and  supporting  existing  deaf 
training  for  people  who  have  not  earn-  work.  Director  Vesta  Bice  said  a 
ed  college  degrees.  “good  number”  of  the  25  team 

The  relocation  of  Deaf  Opportuni-  members  will  enroll  at  Boyce. 


6350  Wbm  Freeway  /  Fort  Worth.  TX  76150 


Attention . . . 

Are  You  Tired  of  Your  Health  Insurance 
Prerriiums  Rising  Every  Time  You  Turn 
Around? 

COMPREHENSIVE  MAJOR  MEDICAL 

$1,000,000  Coverage 

IN  OR  OUT  OF  HOSPITAL 

Example  of  rates  w/$250  deductible 

Male  Age  30 $40  per  mo.  Age  35 $47  per  mo. 

Female  Age  30 $55  per  mo.  Age  35 $63  per  mo. 

Ca//  Tom  Wilson  —  373-8791 
Out  Of  Town  Dial  Free 
1-800-844-8971 

Call  for  a  computer  proposal.  Mailed  to  you  with  no  obligation. 

Ask  about  our  low  rates  for  children  only. 


Romo  honored  for  service  with  refugees 

MIAMI  (BP)  —  Oscar  Romo,  direc-  The  cities  of  Miami  and  Hialeah  jomt- 
tor  of  the  language  church  extension  ly  proclaimed  the  day  in  his  honor, 
division  for  the  Southern  Baptist  In  addition  to  the  award  from  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  has  been  two  South  Florida  cities,  Romo  also 
honored  for  a  quarter  century  work  received  awards  from  Cuban  civic 
with  refugees  to  the  U.S. 

More  than  63  religious  and  political  _ ^ _ ^-r- 

leaders  gathered  in  Miami  to  honor  Los  Tiempos  and  the  Miami  Baptist 
Romo  for  his  longterm  contributions.  Association. 


Please  send  me  additional  information.  I  understand 
there  is  no  cost  or  obligation. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


WILSON  &  ASSOC.,  P.A. 

P.O.  Box  6985  •  Jackson.  MS  39282-6985 
In  Jackson  Over  25  Years 


Thiiraday,  May  18,  11W9 
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Just  for  the  Record 

to  JNorthwest 


Staff  changes 


Broadway  Church  has  moved  into 
the  Northwest  Association  in 
Mississippi,  from  Memphis.  It  was 
received  by  the  Northwest  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Executive  Committee  into 
fellowship,  April  8.  Bobby  Moore  is  the 
Broadway  pastor. 


rch.  Burn  Page  has  accepted  a  call  as 
has  pastor  of  First  Church,  Wiggins.  He 
will  be  moving  to  Wiggins  in  late  May 
and  his  first  Sun- 
day  in  the  pulpit 
will  be  June  11.  He 
is  leaving  a  pastor- 
ate  at  Madden 
Mp**'  .  Church,  Leake 

,.,3  County,  where  he 

W "  *•„  .jf  ^  has  served  since 

1984.  Page  is  a 
Georgia  native  and 
^  r^eived  his  B.S. 

Page  degree  from  Au- 

*  burn  University. 

He  received  his  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary 
and  is  currently  working  on  his  doc¬ 
tor  of  theology  d^ree  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

James  Clutter  has  accepted  the  call 
of  Mt.  Manna  Church,  Northwest 
Association,  as  pastor. 


names  in  the  news 


J.  E.  Moak,  a  native  of  Bogue  Chit-  Kenneth  Jay  Pulliam  from  Bran- 
to,  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  don,  received  the  Master  of  Divinity 
Moultrie,  Ga.  has  announced  his  degree  on  December  17  at  New 
retirement  after  26  years  as  pastor,  ef-  Orleans  Seminary.  Pulliam’s  home 
fective  July  30.  He  has  served  in  the  church  is  Crossgates  Church, 

Cstorate  for  40  years.  In  Mississippi  Brandon. 

served  at  Ibpisaw  in  Lincoln  Coim-  Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Meadville, 
ty;  Mt.  Zion  in  Franklin  County,  and  ordained  its  pastor,  Pat  Sullivan,  tc 
New  Palestine  in  Picayune.  His  home  yjg  gospel  ministry  wi  Afnil  29.  He,  his 
^i^h  w^  Mt.  Pl^sant  in  Bogw  ^vife,  Leonide,  and  children,  Thsha, 
Chitto.  He  has  recently  completed  his  ihra,  ’Danya,  and  Patrick  reside  in  the 
second  term  as  a  trustee  of  New  parsonage 
Orleans  Seminary. 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Mary  MornCCOminQS 
Speldel,  coordinator  of  news  services  *  -  i  ill 

at  William  Jewell  College  in  Liberty,  ISSSSSSSSSmSmSSSmSSSmmmmk 


ActMiw  of  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Nowton  County  recently  sponsored  a  walk- 
a-thon  and  raised  $2,375  for  the  Children’s  Village.  Thirty-five  members  walked  five 
miles.  Ages  ranged  from  Becky  West,  8,  to  Mrs.  Edna  Edwards,  79. 

Elam  Church  (Yalobusha)  will  have  If  more  people  would  abide  by  the 
memorial  services  on  May  28.  Jimmy  tablets  brmight  down  by  Moses  from 
Martin,  pastor,  will  bring  the  11  a.m.  Mount  Sinai,  they’d  need  fewer  tablets 
service  Lunch  at  noon  with  singing  in  from  the  drug  store, 
the  afternoon. 


WADECO  STUDIOS 


RO.  Bob  773 
Blakely,  Gaorpa  31723 

STAKED  CLASS  -  PAINTING  HBNOVATION 
WATERPBOOnNG  ■  STEEPLE  WORK 


Lewis  tells  missionaries 
to  be  ministry-minded 


Pwts.  pulpits,  baptistries. 

van  Winkle 

Church  folding  doors. 

theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Revival  dates 


BUS  SUPPLY  cu.  me. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Brotherhood  pilots  new 
national  training  approach 


Is  your  church 

REMODEUNG? 

We  can  do  it  all! 

Call  1-800-624-0627 

Van  Winkle  Church  Furnishings 


Wtet  Jackson  Church.  Jackson,  will  pastor  Bemany  biaie  springs 
honor  its  church  evangelist,  Paul  Vaughn,  music.  Bill 

^secretary,  Mrs.  Blount,  pastor. 

Dot  Kinard,  with  a  i 

reception  after  the  ^  of  Sharon,  Uurel:  May  21^; 

worship  service  on  ^  ^  6  P ^ 

Mav21  Ms  Dot  as  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.,  Billy  Joe 
shells  known  has  P'^rce,  Benton,  La.,  evangelist;  Bob 
been  with  West  Presley,  music;  Nelson  Crozier, 
Jackson  Church  Pastor. 

since  January  23,  .r,  . 

Fu^t,  Purvis:  May  21-25;  Sunday, 

regular  services;  Mon.-Thurs.,  noon¬ 
day  luncheon  and  Bible  study  and  7 
Harlis  G.  Martin  has  retired  from  pm.;  John  Wilton,  Long  Beach, 
active  pastorate  due  to  health  reasons,  evangelist;  Ronnie  Cottingham, 
His  ministry  of  the  last  30  years  has  Lucedale;  Louis  Nicolosi,  interim 
been  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  He  pastor, 
and  his  wife  now  reside  in  Ashland, 

Ala.  Ebenezer  (Holmes):  May  21-24; 

RICHMOND,  Va.  ( BP)  —  A  former  Sunday,  homecoming,  11  a  m.,  Bobby 
businessman  now  working  for  a  Connerly,  former  pastor,  Greenville, 
church  in  'Texas  will  enlist  ^uthem  preaching,  followM  by  lunch  in  the 
Baptist  lay  people  to  participate  in  fellowship  hall;  Sun.-Wed.  7:30  p.m.; 
global  evangelization  strategies  Ed  McDaniel,  Jackson,  evangelist; 
overseas.  Robbie  Roberts,  Sallis,  minister  of 

Mike  Barnett,  36,  has  been  named  music ;  Billy  Barron,  pastor. 


"The  Piano  Place" 

Select  your  new  or  used  piano  from 
our  laige  slock  of  famous  name 
brands.  Save  substantially  on  spinet, 
console  or  baby  grand  pianos. 

fiKtory  aulhorued  iealm  for: 
StehnMy*l(aum*KimtaU*mrtilxer»mer 


Kinard 


r''  I  Piailo  cbm 

1  Nina  Barkrr,  Manatrr*8$6-2524 
226  Hiflnny  SI  N.*RidfrUnd,  MS 

2  niiln  North  of  County  Line  Road 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENT  XRIES 
To  serve,  or  not  to  serve,  God 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acte  21:17-22:29 

When  Paul  and  his  company  arrived  in 
Jerusalem  they  were  receiv^  ^adly  by  the 
church;  however,  when  he  met  with  James,  the 
head  of  the  Jerusalem 
church,  the  sweet  reception 
turned  a  little  sour.  Paul  was 
confronted  by  a  Christian 
viewpoint  that  was  contrary 
to  the  gospel  he  was 
preaching  and  that  Stephen 
had  preached.  This  view¬ 
point  was  “Jewish  Chris¬ 
tianity.”  According  to  Luke, 
it  had  flourished  in 
R~i  ^  Jerusalem.  In  fact,  in  verse 
ureiand  20  Luke  refers  to  myriads  of 
those  who  have  believed.  lY^uislated,  this  would 
mean  thousands  upon  thousands  who  had 
believed  this  Jewish-Christian  version  of  the 
gospel,  with  the  emphasis  on  Jewish,  lliese 
people  had  accepted  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  but 
they  were  holding  onto  a  rigid  Pharisaism  con¬ 
cerning  the  law. 

James  warned  Paul  that  the  Jewish  Chris- 
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tians  in  Jerusalem  had  been  taught  that  Paul 
was  i»eaching  that  Jews  could  abamkm  the  law. 
Of  course,  this  wasn’t  true,  but  Paul  had  been 
preaching  that  Gentiles  didn’t  have  to  worry 
with  ritual  laws  such  as  circumcision.  ’Those  in 
the  Jewish-Christian  party  may  have  feared 
that  Jewish  peoi^e  would  eventually  adopt  this 
attitude  toward  the  law.  Whatever  the  case,  the 
Jewish  Christians  in  Jerusalem  had  developed 
a  great  deal  of  animosity  toward  Paul.  James’ 
advice  vrais  well  taken  by  Paul  and  be  prepared 
himself  for  the  Jewish  celebration  and  even 
paid  the  way  for  several  other  Jewish  bret^n 
in  an  effort  to  prove  that  he  still  expected 
Jewish  people  to  observe  Jewish  customs  and 
laws,  even  if  they  were  Christians. 

One  of  the  disturbing  things  about  this  ex¬ 
perience  was  the  fact  that  James  and  other 
leaders  in  the  Jerusalem  church  who  could 
have  defended  Paul  on  these  charges  had  ap¬ 
parently  made  no  effort.  It  should  also  be  noted 
that  this  Jewish-Christian  gospel  which  had 


found  acceptance  with  Judaism  and  the  state, 
has  no  continuing  tradition  as  does  the  gospel 
which  Stephen  and  Paul  proclaimed. 

DesiMte  James’  eff(»ts  to  avoid  trouble  within 
the  Jewish  community,  the  trouble  came 
anyway.  Some  amongst  the  Jews,  and  it  is  not 
clear  if  any  of  the  Christian  Jews  to<dc  part, 
gathered  a  mob  to  throw  Paul  out  of  the  tem¬ 
ple.  The  reason  was  that  they  thought  he  had 
brought  a  Gentile  into  the  temple  Having  no 
real  proof,  only  their  fears  and  a  supposition, 
they  slammed  the  doors  of  the  temple  both  to 
the  Gentile  and  the  Gentile-lover.  ’There  is  a  sad 
contrast  to  be  made  here  While  the  doors  oi  the 
kingdom  of  God  were  being  flung  wide  open 
with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  all  people 
everywhere,  the  doors  of  Judaism  were  teing 
clos^  even  harder.  Eventually,  the  Jewish- 
Christians  would  have  no  place  and  little 
witness  in  the  Jewish  community. 

Shixlly  after  die  uproar  had  b^un,  Paul  was 
arrested  and  was  being  taken  away  when  he 
convinced  them  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  the 
crowd.  When  the  crowd  heard  turn  begin  to" 
speak  in  Hebrew  they  were  very  quiet  because 
some  had  it  in  their  minds  that  he  was  a  Greek. 


Paul  b^n  his  speech  by  ^ying  his  testimony 
about  how  God  md  savira  him  through  Jesus 
Christ.  FYom  Paul’s  day  to  ours,  one’s  personal 
testimony  is  still  the  most  effective  tool  that  we 
have  in  convincing  people  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ.  It  is  interesting  that  the  people  sat  quiet¬ 
ly  and  listened  intently  while  Paul  explain^  to 
them  that  everytiiing  they  had  believed  all  of 
their  lives  was  going  to  have  to  change 
drastically  if  th^  were  going  to  be  rightly 
related  to  God.  Thus  didn’t  seem  to  bother  them 
at  all.  ’The  trouble  began  when  he  said  that  God 
had  sent  him  to  the  Gentiles.  At  this  point  they 
became  irrational,  refusing  to  listen,  and  even 
cryi^  out  that  “he  ought  not  to  live”  (RSV). 
It  is  i^eed  a  sad  indictment  on  these  sui^Msed- 
ly  religious  people  that  racism  could  generate 
such  fear  and  frenzy  in  their  lives.  For  those 
who  feel  that  God  loves  one  race  above  another, 
they  will  have  a  rude  awakening  when  they  ar¬ 
rive  in  heaven,  and  have  to  face  a  God  who  loves 
all  people  and  sent  his  only  son  to  die  for  the 
“whole”  world. 

Breland  is  pasUH;  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Some  Jews  attack  Paul  in  Jerusalem 


By  Greg  Martin 
Joshua  24:2-5,  13-15 

The  speeches  in  Joshua  23  and  24  were  made 
near  the  end  of  Joshua’s  life.  Like  his 
predecessor,  Joshua  was  concerned  that  after 
his  passing  the  children  of 
God  might  turn  away  from 
following  the  Lord.  His  ad¬ 
dresses  were  given  to  en¬ 
courage  and  challenge  the 
people  always  to  remain 
faithful  to  the  one  true  God. 
The  latter  speech  in  par- 
r  Hi  ticular  was  given  to  force  the 
people  to  choose  between 
serving  the  Lord  God  and 
ij.  .  the  pagan  deities.  From  the 
martin  chapter  of  Joshua’s  book 

nd  life,  we  can  learn  that  God  calls  his  people 
0  respond  to  his  unfailing  care  with  reverent 
dwe  and  obedient  service. 

Joshua  began  his  discourse  by  referring  to 
God’s  graciousness  in  Israel’s  past  (verses 
1-13).  First,  he  mentioned  the  Loin’s  calling  of 
Abraham  from  a  pagan  land.  As  the  father  of 
the  faith,  Abraham  had  humble,  pagan  begin- 
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nin^.  His  ancestors  worshipped  strange  gods, 
(jod  called  Abraham  from  Uie  pagan  worship. 
He  led  him  to  the  land  of  Canaan.  ’Hie  guidance 
of  God  in  Abraham’s  life  was  one  reason  his 
descendants  should  fear  and  serve  the  Lord. 

In  our  day  there  are  many,  like  Abraham, 
who  have  come  into  the  community  of  faith  out 
of  pagan  backgrounds.  Many  believers  have  no 
spiritual  roots  or  religious  heritage.  God’s  call¬ 
ing  them  from  unbelieving  environments  is 
evidence  of  his  care.  His  leading  them  out  of 
darkness  and  into  the  light  is  a  good  reason  for 
them,  as  well  as  their  descendants,  to  continue 
to  serve  the  Lord. 

Another  evidence  of  God’s  concern  is  seen  in 
his  enabling  the  people  to  overcome  difficult 
circumstances.  Joshua  referred  to  the  Exodus 
experience  as  another  evidence  of  God’s  care 
(verse  5).  It  was  the  Lord  who  sent  Moses  and 
Aaron  to  lead  the  people  out  of  Egypt.  It  was 
the  Lord  who  plagued  the  Pharaoh  until  he 
finally  relinquished  his  control  over  the  Hebrew 


children.  It  was  the  Lord  who  parted  the  Red 
Sea  in  order  for  the  Israelites  safely  to  escape 
the  Egyptian  pursuers.  God  had  done  so  much 
for  the  nation.  His  [»st  help  and  enablement 
to  overcome  difficulties  was  another  reason  for 
Joshua’s  generation  to  serve  the  Lord.  « 

God’s  past  help  and  deliverance  is  a  reason 
m^em  day  Christians  should  serve  the  Lord. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  Lord’s  help  during  periods 
of  trials,  many  of  us  would  buckle  under  the 
pressure  His  help  in  the  past  is  encouragement 
for  trusting  his  assistance  in  the  future 

The  Lord’s  provision  is  another  reason  to 
serve  him.  For  Israel,  the  Lord  had  given  them 
the  land,  the  cities,  and  the  food  that  they  had 
not  labored  for  (verse  13).  When  the  people 
crossed  the  Jordan  River,  they  didn’t  own 
ai^dhing  in  Canaan.  However,  with  the  passage 
of  time  and  the  grace  of  God,  the  children  of 
Israel  became  the  rightful  owners  of  much  of 
Canaan. 

From  this  we  can  learn  that  our  Lord  is  a 
gracious  provider.  He  often  provides  for  us 
more  than  we  can  provide  for  ourselves.  ’This, 
too,  is  a  reason  he  is  worthy  of  our  reverence 


and  service 

In  the  14th  verse,  Joshua  concludes  his 
history  lesson  and  focuses  on  the  need  for  the 
people  to  vow  to  serve  the  Lord.  God  had  done 
so  much  for  the  people,  it  was  only  logical  that 
'  they  commit  themselves  to  remain  faithful  to 
the  one  true  God.  Joshua  called  on  the  people 
to  “fear  the  Lord  and  serve  him  with  all 
faithfulness.”  That  meant  to  put  away  the  pagan 
gods  of  their  fathers.  It  meant  to  willfully 
choose  to  be  loyal  to  the  God  of  Abraham  and 
Moses. 

Reverence  and  service  are  the  appropriate 
response  to  God’s  care,  leading,  protection, 
and  provision.  Unfortunately,  many  want  (iod’s 
concern,  but  do  not  care  to  have  reverential  obe¬ 
dience.  The  obedience  is  a  personal  choice  that 
each  person  needs  to  make.  The  choice  necxls 
to  be  made  daily.  When  it  is,  God’s  people  will 
discover  the  joy  that  Jesus  intended  for  their 
lives. 

The  choice  to  serve  God  is  a  personal  choice 
for  every  individual.  Today  the  choice  is  yours. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road  Church, 
Long  Beach. 


Called  to  new  life  —  through  our  Enabler 


By  Gary  G.  Berry 
Ephesians  4:27-5:4,  18-20 
A  Christian  is  not  a  person  who  has  decided 
to  better  himself  by  being  relimous.  Paul  made 
it  clear  in  II  Corintoians  5:17  that  any  man  who 
is  in  CJhrist  is  a  “new  crea¬ 
tion.”  God  did  not  do  a 
redecorating  job  on 
believers;  He  did  a 
rebuilding  job. 

Since  Christians  are  new 
creations,  they  are  called  to 
live  Christlike  lives  in  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
That  is  the  only  way  one  can 
live  a  (Thristlike  life.  How 
Berrv  many  Christians  should  re- 

^  pent  of  ungodly  practices 

and  claim  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enable 
them  to  overcome  these  practices?  One  may 
see  this  passage  as  a  practical  expression  of  the 
life  believers  are  called  to  live  in  obedience  to 
Christ. 

This  call  involves  laying  aside  ungodly 
lifestyles  (verses  17-22).  The  Gentile  believers 
in  Ephesus  and  other  places  who  had  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  gospel  had  the  problem  still  of  living 
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in  a  pagan  environment.  They  were  pressured 
by  ^ir  past  and  by  their  surroundings.  The 
scripture  is  clear,  however,  in  explaining  that 
Cliristians  are  people  who  have  new  life  and 
consequently  express  a  new  way  of  life.  The  old 
self  with  its  motivations  is  to  be  laid  aside 
(verse  22). 

'The  call  to  new  life  involves  being  renewed 
in  the  spirit  of  the  mind  (verse  23).  Paul  is 
stressing  the  truth  that  a  genuine  believer  is 
responsible  for  acting  in  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  throw  off  the  old  manner  of  life  and  to 
be  made  fresh  or  new  in  the  spirit  of  their  mind. 
Salvation  works  from  the  inside  out,  not  from 
the  outside  in. 

In  verse  22  it  is  clear  that  the  Christian  life 
is  not  a  void.  The  Christian  has  put  on  the  “new 
man.”  This  new  self  is  created  in  redemption 
after  the  likeness  of  God.  As  a  result,  the 
believer’s  character  bears  a  resemblance  to 
God’s  character  which  is  marked  by  “true  • 
righteousness  and  holiness”  (verse  24).  (Chris¬ 


tians  should  understand  that  sin  will  require 
one  to  repent  and  reaffirm  his  dependence  upon 
God.  The  likeness  of  God  is  not  achieved  in 
anyone’s  life  by  an  easy,  instantaneous  burst  of 
sanctification.  Becoming  Christlike  is  more  of 
a  process  which  requires  frequent  repentance 
and  renewal. 

Paul  gives  several  specific  applications  of 
what  it  means  to  put  off  the  old  nature. 
Dishonesty  is  ended  (verse  25).  Lying  has  no 
place  in  the  Christian  life.  Moreover,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  prevents  the  devil  from  finding  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  his  work.  This  is  accomplished 
the  Christian’s  refusal  to  let  the  sun  go  down 
on  his  anger  (verses  26-27).  Churches,  even  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes,  are  filled  with  people  whose 
hearts  harbor  bitterness  and  anger  toward 
other  Christians.  ’This  should  not  be  understood 
as  acceptable  Christian  behavior  since  it 
hinders  the  working  of  (tod. 

Christians  are  to  work  and  share  with  others 
rather  than  steal  or  try  to  get  something  for 
nothing  (verse  28).  There  are  no  free  lunches 
for  freeloaders. 

In  matters  of  speech,  the  Christian  should 
speak  only  that  which  builds  up  (verse  19).  Most 
churches  could  experience  something  akin  to 


Pentecostal  revival  if  “nitpickers”  and 
“aginers”  were  suddenly  to  begin  speaking 
words  which  edified,  or  built  up  the  church,  the 
members,  and  the  Lord. 

By  such  practices  as  those  mentioned  in 
verses  25-29,  Christians  may  grieve  the  Holy 
Spirit  (verse  30).  He  is  Ctod  (Spirit)  and  this  is 
a  sin  against  him  fw  which  many  should  repent. 

All  despicable  attitudes  should  be  discard^ 
(verse  31).  Nothing  is  Christlike  about  bit- 
terne«,  wrath,  anger,  clamor,  and  slander  as 
mentioned  here.  Such  attitudes  have  no  place 
in  the  heart  or  life  of  a  Christian.  Instead,  Chris¬ 
tians  are  to  be  imitators  of  (tod  (verse  32;  5:1). 
The  goal  of  the  believer’s  life  is  not  some  other 
weak  person,  but  the  very  character  of  God. 

The  lengthy  list  of  practical  expressions  of 
the  Christian’s  life  is  continued  from  5:1-20. 
When  the  believer’s  life  is  shaped  by  C^hrist,  he 
walks  in  love  (verse  2),  protects  personal  puri¬ 
ty  (verses  3-4),  is  fill^  with  the  Holy  Spirit, 
sings  through  life  (verse  19),  and  gives  thanks 
in  all  things  (verse  20).  One  must  understand, 
however,  that  such  a  life  is  impossible  without 
the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  resident 
power  as  our  Enabler. 

Berry  is  pastor,  Temple,  Hattiesburg. 
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Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  King 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  L.  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  Alfred  li  Janette  Nowell 
Mr.  Oscar  King 
Mr.  Dan  King 
Lewis  Kinsey 
Mr.  William  P.  Evans 
Mr.  Bennie  Kirkland 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray 
Mr.  Leon  Kirkland 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  WUlie  B.  Badon 


Mrs.  Flora  Ochoa 
Ms.  Eleanor  G.  Brown 
Mrs.  W.  N.  OUver 
Mr.  L.  Donald  Jordan  Jr. 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  G.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Joe  G.  Montgomery  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  Moore 
JOY  Sunday  School,  FBC 


Mrs.  Glen  Oliver 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  W  Goolsby 


Jackson 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  T. 
Thompson 
Allen  Pace 

Mrs.  Thomas  Fite  Paine 
Harmon  Page 
Mr.  William  P.  Evans 


WilUe  G.  ’’Bill’’  Morgan 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist 
Church 

Roland  Morris  • 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 


Mr.  Harold  Nichols 
Mr.  &  Mrs  William  A. 
Nichols 

Mrs.  Susan  Nicholson 
Mr.  k  Mrs  J.  U.  Hendrix 


Mr.  Henry  Kitchen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Curtis  Lucas 
Mrs.  Henri  Kitchens 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Dan  Knight 

LLL  Club.  Alta  Woods  BC 
Mrs.  Laura  Lambert 
Goss  Baptist  C3iurch 
Mr.  J.  M.  Lassetter 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Qiff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Winnie  lawhorn 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  FBC 
Tupelo 

Mr.  C.  E.  Lawrence 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Boozer 
Ronnie  Boozer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Archie  D. 
Harmon 
Ollie  Leach 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Julius  Leake 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Albert  Case 
S.  H.  Leech 

Hazel  k  Vernon  Hathcock 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Brothers  k  Sister  of  Nathan 
Legge 

Mrs.  Bessie  Leggett 
Bassfield  Baptist  (3iurch 
Mr.  J.  T.  Lemley 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Armstrong 
Mrs.  Irwine  Letwinger 
Mississippi  Jewelers 
Association 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Minchen  Lipscy 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Pope 
Robert  Pope 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  Fred  Davis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herman  L. 
Dungan  Jr. 

Mr.  A.Mrs  J.  L.  Head 
Helen  &  David  Jenkins 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Doug  Pentecost 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Moran  M.  Pope 


Mrs.  Allen  Mapp' 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Combs 
Mrs.  Elma  Mapp 
Marcus  k  Nelia  Kate 
Anderson 

Mrs.  Pearline  Mardis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Allen  Clark 
Mr.  John  TTavis  Martin 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Kermit  D. 
McGregor 

Harry  Neal  k  Weezie  Corder 
Mrs.  Ivar  Massie 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  O.  M.  Ormany  & 
Greg 

Mrs.  Cora  Matthews 
Ms.  Augusta  Peacock 
Jimmy  k  Kate  Ashley  k  BJ. 
Ms.  Billie  Jo  Ashley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  O.  R.  Gladden 
Mrs.  Esther  C.  Kemp 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  M.  Mitchell 
Norma  Wilcutt 
Mrs.  Ada  Scarborough 
McAdams 

The  Joe  BuiKh  Family 
Mrs.  Laura  McCaffrey 
Mr  k  Mrs.  W.  H.  Merrell 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joe  K.  Cochran 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willis  R  Howard 
Mrs.  Arm  W.  Luter 
Hyde  McCalop 
Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Amanda  Laigh  McCoy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  Nordan 
Mrs.  Frances  McCreary 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  T.  Daima 
Mary  McCrary 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Howard  S.  (Harke 
Gay  McCullen 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  0.  Watkins 
H.  C.  McDaniel 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church, 
lliylorsville 
Mrs.  Peggy  McDaniel 
Mr.  John  S.  Flora 
Dr.  Jack  McGee 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Gammill 
Mr.  Luther  McGee 
Dr.  It  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Adams 
Mr.  Wayne  McHenry 
Ms.  Beimie  G.  Cain 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Mclntooh 
Mrs.  Jean  Morgan  Bush 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  A.  W.  Glisson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Arthur  Smith 
Jan  k  Monty  Clark 
Michael  k  Ellen  Giles 
Mr  Kirk  Hill 

The  Louie  Puckett  Family 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Ronnie  Ibater 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Eugene  Womack 
k  Susan 

Mrs.  Margie  McKee 
Rev.  k  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Mr  &  Mrs  Earl  GiUon 
Mr.  Marie  .McNair 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  1.  E.  Breithaupt 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Mark  Bryant 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Charles  D. 
Freeman 

Mi;^£rances  Graper 
Mrs.  Eula  McQuinn 
Mr  k  Mrs.  George  H  Smith 
A.  F.  MrWhortee 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Heiuy  L.  Larson 
Mrs.  Nettie  Meadows 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Joe  Hefanney  Sr 
Mrs.  Fred  L.  Melton 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Ibni  Rice 
Mrs.  Opal  Mese 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ttuett  Fblder 
Willing  Workers  Sunday 
School,  Uberty 
J.  J.  Myers 
Mrs.  EUsie  F.  Meyers 
A.  R  Middleton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harris  Swayze 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  B.  F.  Tbwnsend 
Mr.  Jack  Mlkell 
Mrs.  Lavelle  Holloway 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 


(To  be  continued) 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Viiiage 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 

SOME  RESULTS  OF  YOUR 
CHILD  CARE  MISSION  DOLLAR! 

1.  You  help  support  “one  of  the  outstanding  child  care  agencies  in  the  na¬ 
tion”  according  to  peer  review  representatives. 

2.  You  enabled  a  young  woman  who  went  through  our  MATERNITY  CARE 
PROGRAM  to  write  ’—  “Thanks  for  encouraging  me  when  I  was  discourag¬ 
ed  .. .  for  motivating  me  to  keep  on  learning  ...  for  providing  the  most 
stabilizing  months  of  my  life  .  . 

3.  You  cai^sed  a  father  to  say  with  deep  emotional  expressiveness  — 
“Thanks  for  guiding  my  daughter  to  four  years  of  sobriety  through 
rehabilitation  services  of  your  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY  program”. 

4.  A  teenager  to  begin  to  trust  God  and  “some  people”  after  being  rescued 
from  a  life  of  violence  and  abuse. 

5.  A  father  to  bring  his  children  for  a  season  to  “Mississippi’s  Largest  Fami¬ 
ly”  because  he  had  lost  his  job  and  was  not  able  to  provide  adequate 
food,  clothing  and  shelter. 

6.  A  teenager  to  make  such  progress  in  dealing  with  anger,  hostility,  rebellion, 
etc.  through  spiritual  and  psychological  development  that  he  was  joyful¬ 
ly  reunited  with  his  grateful  parents. 

7.  A  young  girl  to  say  the  afternoon  she  entered  The  Village  —  “As  I  read 
God’s  Word  this  morning  I  prayed  this  would  be  the  day  SEXUAL  ABUSE 
would  be  over  for  me”. 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  Paul 
Robinson 
Ms.  Margaret  Cox 
Mrs.  Rene  Speed 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  C.  Hodges 
Mrs.  William  T.  Lipcey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Merle  A.  Riley 
Muriel  Andrews 
Ruth  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Julia  Locke 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joe  Harbin 
Mr.  Waller  Lofton 
Stanton  Baptist  dnirrh 
Mr.  Robert  Harris  Ixive 
Miss  Jean  House 
Mrs.  James  A.  (Margaret) 
Barrow 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guess 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Herbert  Morris 
Mrs.  Ina  H  Rawls 
Mrs.  Norman  C.  Rouse 
Mrs.  Edna  Ixrveft 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  M  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Loyce  Lowery 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Carl  Bozeman 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Forrest  .Newman 
Freddie  Newman 
Mary  Maude  Newman 
Mrs.  Pauline  Lucas 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ralph  Reed.  Jr. 
Ms.  Lundquist 
Mr.  k  Mrs  S.  F.  Barnes 
Mary  Lyncbard 
Mrs.  Henry  L.  Carson 
Mrs.  Katherine  Magee 
TEL  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Magee 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Scott  Malone 
Mrs.  Raymond  Felten 
Mr.  Joseph  Mangum 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Larry  Gnemi 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphey  Jr. 
Mrs.  W.  L.  (Rpyce) 

Thompaon 


MAIL  YOUR  GIFTS  TODAY  TO 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 


Licensed  by 
State  of  Mississippi 


Accredited  by 
National  Association 
of  Homes  for  Children 
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Soviet  Union  grants  capsutes 

permit  for  more  Bibles 

^  California  bans 


Historical  Commissions  OKs 
long-range  plans,  budget 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  The 
Soviet  Union  has  granted  a  permit  to 
the  All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists  to  import  an  ad¬ 
ditional  100,000  Bibles,  according  to 
Alexei  Bichkov,  AUCECB’s  general 
secretary. 

This  follows  a  successful  campaign 
last  year  by  the  United  Bible  Societies 
of  the  World  and  Baptist  World 
Alliance  which  sent  100,000  Russian- 
language  Bibles  prior  to  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  1,000th  anniversary  of 
Christianity  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
project  was  endorsed  and  promoted 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Commission  of  Memphis,  Tbnn. 

According  to  Denton  Lotz,  BWA’s 
general  secretary-treasurer,  the 
Soviet  Baptists  initiated  the  permit  re¬ 
quest  and  received  it  without  much 
trouble. 

“For  years  Baptists  in  the  Soviet 
Union  have  been  trjdng  to  get  Bibles,” 
said  Lotz,  who  credits  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  glasnost  and  perestroika.  “The 
aim  of  Soviet  Baptists  is  for  every 


Baptist  to  have  a  Bible.” 

“We  don’t  have  to  smuggle  the^ 
Bibles  into  the  Soviet  Union,”  said 
James  H.  Smith,  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  president.  “We  went  in  the 
front  door.  This  has  been  done  legal¬ 
ly  aftd  above  the  table.” 

In  1967,  Smith  issued  a  challenge  at 
a  BWA  meeting  in  Anunan,  Jwdan,  to 
Baptist  Men  of  the  world  to  raise  half 
of  die  money  needed  ($250,000)  to  pur¬ 
chase  ipe  Bibles  which  cost  $5  each. 
Over  $100,000  came  from  Southern 
Baptists.  No  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budget  funds  were  used  in  the 
effort. 

Smith  said  the  first  BWA  Bibles  for 
Russia  campaign  was  primarily  a 
project  for  ^ptist  Men  of  the  world, 
though  most  of  the  sup^xMl  came  from 
Southern  Baptists. 

Because  the  Soviet  Union  is 
ethnically  diverse,  the  next  shipment 
will  include  Bibles  in  (Jerman,  Elsto- 
nian,  and  other  languages.  Soviet 
Baptist  leaders  estimate  that  each  Bi¬ 
ble  will  be  read  by  eight  to  10  people. 


A  Cambridge  adventure  of  faith: 
church  operates  restaurant 

CAMBRIDGE,  ENGLAND  (EBPS  and  CHRISTIAN  NEWS  WORLD)  -  The 
creation  of  the  new  “Stone  Yard  Center”  alongside  the  St.  Andrew’s  Street 
Baptist  Church.  Cambridge,  has  been  called  “an  adventure  of  faith,”  and  with 

good  reason.  j  .  u 

This  is  the  first  center  of  church  ministry  of  its  kind  in  England.  The  hub 
of  the  project,  the  restaurant  area,  is  now  completed  and  operating,  as  are 
other  facilities.  There  are  plans  for  a<lrop-in  center  and  lunch  club  for  the 
elderly,  and  for  a  counseling  center  with  volunteers  providing  a  listening  ear 
and  a  friendly  word  and  with  specialist  professional  help.  Pastor  Michael 
Quicke  states,  “We  began  in  1981  with  limited  ideas  and  timid  faith.”  The 
restaurant  now  seats  100  and  serves  as  a  bridge  between  the  church  and  the 
local  public.  The  Job  Club,  sponsored  by  the  church,  is  the  most  successful 
agency  of  its  kind  in  the  East  Midlands. 

'The  primary  concern  of  the  church  is  mission,  and  mission  is  at  the  heart 
of  the  vision  for  the  Stone  Yard  Center.  The  large  project  that  the  church  has 
undertaken  is  a  weighty  financial  endeavor  but  the  church  has  been  blessed 
in  its  endeavor.  Quicke  said,  “Financial  gifts  have  continued  to  astound  us.” 


creationism 

LOS  ANGELES,  CaHf.  (EP)  - 
Creationism  has  been  banned  from 
California’s  public  school  science 
classes  under  a  new  policy  ad(q?ted  by 

tte  State  Board  of  Education  and  the 
state’s  Science  Curriculum  Frame¬ 
work  and  Criteria  Committee 
The  policy  forbids  natural  science 
clas^  to  include  teaching  theories  of 
origins  which  are  based  on  “religious 
beliefs.”  However,  the  policy  will  allow 
teaching  of  religious  theories  of 
origins  in  social  science  history, 
language  and  literature  classes. 

Court  reaffirms 
Sunday  refusal 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  has  reaffirmed  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  right  to  refuse  Sunday 
employment  based  on  personal 
religious  beliefs. 

In  a  unanimous  opinion  issued 
March  29,  the  high  court  overturned 
an  Illinois  Court  decision  that  denied 
unemployment  benefits  to  William  A. 
Frazee,  who  refused  to  wM*k  on  Sun¬ 
day  because  of  his  “persmuil  faith  in 
the  LMd.” 

The  state  panel  bad  rejected 
Frazee’s  free  exercise  claim  because 
he  was  not  a  member  ot  an  establish¬ 
ed  religious  sect  with  a  tenet  or'belief 
against  Sunday  work. 

Writing  for  the  court,  Justice  Byron 
R.  Whue  said,  “Undoubtedly, 
membeiihip  hi  an  organized  rSlgious 
denomination,  especially  one  with  a 
specific  tenet  forbidding  members  to 
wo«k  on  Sunday,  would  simplify  the 
problem  of  identifying  sinc^ely  held 
religious  beliefs,  but  we  rejeri  the  no¬ 
tion  that  to  claim  the  {Mxitection  of  the 
free  exercise  clause,  one  must  be 
reloading  to  the  cranmands  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  reugious  (M^nization.” 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Southern 
Baptist  Historical  Commission 
adopted  a  long-range  plan  and  revis¬ 
ed  its  next  budget  during  its  annual 
meeting  here  April  24. 

The  1989-95  long-range  plan  reflects  • 
“an  effort  to  give  direction  to  the  agen¬ 
cy”  and  was  developed  in  keeping 
with  the  commission’s  convention- 
assigned  program  statement,  said 
Elxecutive  Director  Lynn  E.  May  Jr. 
The  plan  divides  priorities  into  three 
categories:  library  and  archives, 
publications  and  communications, 
and  administration. 

Library  and  archives  priorities  in¬ 
clude  conducting  the  new  “Documen¬ 
ting  the  Spirit”  local-church  history 
project;  increasing  automation  of 
library  functions;  securing  adequate 
staffing;  increasing  funds  for  acquisi¬ 
tions  and  for  a  study  grant  program ; 
and  conducting  a  history  preservation 
survey. 

Publications  and  communications 
guidelines  include  producing  Volume 
5  of  the  “Encyclopedia  of  Southern 
Baptists”;  preparing  25  historical 
vignettes  for  the  Southern  Baptist  ses- 
quicentennial  celebration  in  1995  and 
^tributing  guidelines  for  celebrating 
the  event;  publishing  “The  Southern 
Baptist  Story”  pam^let  series;  and 
enlarging  the  promotion  of  Baptist 
Heritage  Month. 

Administrative  goals  include  main¬ 
taining  “objectivity  and  balance  in  the 
preservation,  interpretation  and  com¬ 


munication  of  Bafkist  history”;  sup¬ 
porting  the  convention’s  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  global  evangelization  cam¬ 
paign  by  providing  appropriate 
historical  materials;  and  making 
■“every  reasonable  effort  to  secure 
financial  resources,  personnel  and 
equipment  needed  to  achieve  the 
plans  and  projects  set  forth  in  these 
guidelines.” 

^The  1989-90  budget  will  be  $578,600 
—  a  drop  of  $48,946,  or  7.8  percent, 
from  the  current  budget.  It  will  be  a 
drop  of  $70,600,  or  almost  10.9  percent, 
from  the  original  1989-90  budget,  ap¬ 
proved  a  year  ago. 

The  commission’s  1989-90 
Cooperative  Pix^am  allocation  is  to 
be  $492,585.  Hiat  compares  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  budget’s  $502,900  and  the  original 
1989-90  budget’s  $566,285. 

Triistees  also  presented  their  1989 
Distinguished  Service  Award  to  H. 
Leon  McBeth,  church  history  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Southwestern  Seminary.  The 
award  recognizes  “outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  cause  of  Baptist 
history.” 


Sign  on  a  church  bulletin  board  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  “Don’t  keep  the 
faith  —  spread  it.” 

Those  who  imagine  the  world  is 
against  them  have  generally  con¬ 
spired  to  make  it  true. 


Jackson  explains  giving  ‘options’ 


CMJPBOOK 


Do  you  have  time  to  pray] 


As  I  knelt  beside  my  little  boy’s  bed. 

After  a  long  and  hectic  day, 

I  thought  of  all  the  things  I  needed  to  be  doing; 

I  really  didn’t  have  time  to  pray. 

He  started  out  as  he  usually  does 

“Dear  God,  thank  you”,  and  he  names  all  his  kin. 

Names  all  the  people  he’s  seen  that  day. 

And  all  the  places  he’s  been. 

He  names  people  he’s  heard  us  talk  about 
Some  people  he  doesn’t  even  know. 

People  who  mean  nothing  to  him. 

Yet,  he  remembers  their  name,  and  you  can  tell 
it’s  not  for  show. 

He  makes  sure  before  the  “Amen” 

ITiat  he’s  left  no  one  out. 

And  closes  with  “Be  with  us,  God,” 

And  in  his  mind,  he  has  no  doubt. 

He  says  “Good  night”  and  closes  his  eyes. 

And  I  stand  at  the  door  and  wait 
Before  I  rush  on  to  do  my  chores, 

’Cause  by  now  it’s  getting  late. 


But  then  I  stop  and  look  at  myself 
And  wonder  what  could  take  the  place 
Of  kneeling  in  prayer  with  my  little  boy 
And  seeing  God  face  to  face. 

We  sometimes  get  so  wrapped  up 

in  all  the  things  in  this  life 

It’s  hard  to  be  the  cook  and  clean  the  house 

And  still  be  a  good  mother  and  wife. 

So  I  say  to  you,  as  well  as  myself. 

There’s  nothing  that  should  come  before 
Kneeling  in  prayer  with  our  children 
And  talking  with  our  Lord. 

Children  grow  up,  but  their  memories  last  forever 
The  things  we  teach  them,  they  don’t  forget. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  prayed  with  your  children? 
Last  week,  last  year,  maybe  not  yet? 

I  hope  that  when  my  little  boy  grows  up 

That  he’ll  always  be  able  to  say 

“Of  all  the  things  my  mother  taught  me. 

The  best  thing  was  to  teach  me  to  pray.” 

—Iris  C.  Waldrop 
*  Brookhaven 


TWJEfffRT Ariz.  (BP)  —  Despite 
talk  ot  possibly  becoming  indepen¬ 
dent  and  withdrawing  support  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
unified  budget,  Richard  Jackson  has 
pieced  continued  support  to  Arizona 
Southern  Baptist  causes. 

Jacks<Mi,  pastor  ot  North  Phoenix 
Baptist  Chui^,  said  he  is  considering 
several  options,  but  “none  of  this 
would  have  anything  to  do  with 
Arizona  Baptists.  North  Phoenix  is 
committed  to  the  work  in 
Arizona  .... 

“We  would  continue  to  support  the 
woik  in  Arizona  and  the  local  associa¬ 
tion,  . . .  designatii^  that  none  of  our 
money  goes  outside  the  state  to 
Baptist  causes.” 

Jackson  outlined  several  options 
that  are  under  consideration  b^use 
“we  just  feel  like  we  cannot  support 
the  declining  emphasis  on  world  mis¬ 
sions  and  the  increasing  emphasis  on 
political  power  ...  in  tihe  denomina¬ 
tion  and  in  the  country.” 

Totally  ■  withdrawing  SBC 
Cooperative  Program  budget  support 
at  the  SBC  level  is  a  “worst-case 
scenario,”  he  said.  The  Cooperative 
Program  supports  the  convention’s 
evangelistic,  missionary,  educational 
and  church-starting  endeavors 
worldwide. 

If  North  Phoenix  decides  not  to  give 
throu^  the  Cooperative  Program,  he 
said,  “we  would  most  likely  continue 
some  giving  directly  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  causes,”  such  as  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  and  seminary  education. 

Another  (^ion,  he  said,  would  be  to 
continue  minimal  undesignated  sup¬ 
port  to  the  (Cooperative  Fl^ram  but 
designate  most  of  the  funds  for 
Arizona  causes,  including  the  Arizona 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Grand 
Canyon  College,  Arizona  Baptist 
Children’s  Services  and  Central 
Association  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Or,  he  said.  North  Phoenix  might 
reduce  its  overall  ^ving.  "That  is  so 
distasteful  to  me,”  he  said,  but  “we’re 
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having  to  not  only  do  withOQt  other 
programs  to  give  the  level  we’re  giv¬ 
ing,  we’re  really  not  making  ends 
meet  this  way.” 

Finally,  he  said,  “we  might  decide 
to  join  the  conservative  movement 
and  give  craiservatively  like  they  da” 

Jackson  said  he  will  not  make  the 
decision  about  continued  Cooperative 
Program  giving  for  the  church, 
although  he  will  have  to  make  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  a  personal  level. 

“If  I  were  to  choose  that  I  had  to  do 
this  (withdraw  from  the  Cooperatiiie 
Program),  I  would  not  pirate  this 
church  out  (rf  the  convention,”  he  said. 
“That  would  be  unethical  and  lacking 
in  integrity. 

Elizabeth  Young  is  editor,  the 
Arizona  Baptist  Beacon. 
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